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Hitel-Dieu de Paris en Juillet et Aoi 
1850. Par Pra. Menrere. 


InpePenpentLy of the great political 
interest which is attached to the history of 
the Hotel-Dieu during the months of July 
and August, this hospital being almost in 
the centre of the field: of battle, the above 
report is important in a medical point of 
view, and we think we shall obtain the 
thanks of our readers for presenting them 
With some extracts. 

On the evening of the 26th of July, the 
day of the publication of the ordinances, 
the number of patients in the Hoétel-Dieu 
amounted to 878; on the morning of the 
following day .some disturbances took 
place, and in the evening the fighting be- 
gan between the citizens and gend’armes. 
On that night six wounded persons were 
conveyed to the Hoétel-Dieu, and one of 
them died almost immediately. 

At the very beginning of the struggle, 
the medical authorities of the Hotel-Dieu 
considered it necessary to discontinue the 
further admission of patients, except in 
urgent cases, and to discharge as many re- 
convalescents as possible, so confident were 
they that a serious conflict was at hand; 
and owing to these wise measures, the hos- 
pital contained on the evening of the 27th, 
only 900 patients,* a great number of whom 
were in a state to leave on the first notice. 

During the disastrous fight on the 28th, 
110 wounded citizens were admitted, 17 o/ 
whom died on the same day; the wounds 
were ali from musket balls, cartridges, and 
cannon balls. Every-thing was immedi- 
ately done to assist the wounded, and to 
provide for the morrow. Thirty-eight con- 
valescents left the hospital, some of them to 





* The average number of daily admissions at the 
Hotel-Dieu, is about 38. 
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take part in the fight. An additional num- 
ber of beds was placed in the differevi 
wards, and a “ service d’ambulance” was 
organised ; a large number of old “ internes ” 
of the Hétel- Dieu came to the hospital, and 
offered to place themselves under the ‘ chi- 
rurgien en chef,” and to share the service 
of their younger colleagues. A large num- 
ber of litters was distributed over the imme- 
diate neighbourhood of the hospital, in order 
to carry the wounded from the conveyance 
in which they had been brought, into the 
wards—a measure which was indispensable, 
asevery wounded man being accompanied by 
a large escort of friends, they would have 
otherwise entered with him, and have caused 
great confusion in the wards. As it was ne- 
cessary to perform many operations imme- 
diately, one particular ward was destined 
for that purpose; this plan was, however, 
soon found to be impracticable, as the num- 
ber of wounded rapidly increased, and the 
operations were accordingly performed on 
the beds of the patients themselves. M. 
Dupuytren performed nearly all the opera- 
tions himse]f, not only the greater opera- 
tions, but also such as enlarging of the 
wounds, extraction of balls, &c. A great 
number of wounded left the hospital after 
their wounds had been dressed, some to go 
home, but others to return to the fight ; and 
M. Meniére states, that he saw more than 
one who was wounded, at two, three, and 
even four, different periods of the battle. 
From this day wounded soldiers were also 
admitted; they were placed in the same 
wards with the wounded citizens, as there 
was no time to assign to them a particular 
ward ; besides, it was soon found that there 
existed no sort of animosity on the part of 
the citizens against them, and within afew 
days they were completely fraternized. 
After the murderous night of the 28th, a 
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sort of armistice was concluded, which the 
troops employed in throwing their dead 
into the Seine, and in carrying their wound- 
ed to the “ ambulances,” and the “ Hépi- 
tal de la Garde; a great number of the 
most severely wounded was also brought to 
the Hétel.Dieu. It was on this occasion 
particularly that the citizens, animated by 
the most generous feelings of humanity, 
made themselves worthy of the greatest 
praise ; they themselves carried the wound- 
ed soldiers to the hospitals, and evinced the 
fame care and attention to them, as if they 
had fought for their own good cause. 

After a short cessation of hostilities, the 
battle recommenced, and terminated on the 
evening of the 29h; on that day no less 
than 204 wounded persous were received at 
the Hotel-Dieu, twenty of whom died be- 
fore any surgical treatment could be adminis- 
tered to them. All the other patients of the 
hospital who were in a state which admitted 
of their being conveyed, were discharged, 
and 362 of them were sent to the Sulpé- 
triére and the Bicétre, in order to make room 
for the wounded, the number of whom was 
expected to increase after the battle. Se- 
veral young surgeons were stationed at a 
greater distance from the hospital (the 
neighbourhood of which became by this 
time really covered by litters, &c.), in order 
to assist such as required immediate aid, as 
in case of hemorrhage, &c.; others were 
sent into other quarters of the town, for the 
purpose of establishing ambulances for the 
temporary reception of the wounded, until 
they could be sent to the hospitals. Those 
of the wounded who could bear being con- 
veyed were carried to other hospitals ; 
others were removed to their homes, or 
into houses in the neigh bourhood. 

About 400 wounded persons received 
this sort of temporary surgical treatment at 
the Hotel-Dieu, and it is necessary to re- 
mark that these are not comprised in the 
general report of the hospital. 

During the following four days fifty-eight 
wounded were admitted, and their admission 
continued for some weeks, but of course 
most of the wounds were less danger- 
ous. The greater part of these were work- 
men, who found themse!ves unable to pro- 
vide for the expenses of a long illness. 
During the same period, a great number of 
those who had received temporary treat- 





ment also returned to the Hitel-Dieu, where 
they were further attended as out-patients. 

The total number of wounded, who were 
regularly admitted into the hospital, amounts 
to 590, of whom 302 were citizens, 62 sol- 
diers of different rapks, 21 females, and 
five children under fifteen years of age. 
Forty wounded died during the first three 
days after their admission. 

We shall now say a few words on the in- 
ternal organisation of the hospital, and the 
distribution of medical service, during and 
immediately after the revolution. Besides 
the five surgical wards, three medical wards 
which had been evacuated in the manner 
above described were destined to receive 
the wounded ; the surgical service was or- 
ganised by M. Dupuytren, under whom all 
the surgical officers, not only of the hospi- 
tal, but also the old “ internes,” and other 
sargeons, who bad volunteered their assist- 
ance, placed themselves ; the ‘‘ chirurgien 
en chef"’ immediately assigned to every one 
his post and appointment, and it was ow- 
ing to the strict adherence to these orders 
that the service of the hospital was, dar- 
ing the whole period, performed without 
the least confusion or interruption; the 
morning visit, which generally took about 
five hours, was made by M. Dupuytren, and 
the evening visit alternately by his col- 
leagues, MM. Breschet and Sanson. As to 
the frequent complaint of the Hétel-Dieu 
having been crowded, it is sufficient to say 
that in consequence of the discharge of 
convalescents and transportable patients 
on the evening of the 28th, the number of 
patients amounted only to 771, a number 
considerably fess than can be accommodated 
at the Hétel-Dieu; during the following 
days also, the number of discharges always 
exceeded that of admissions ; and the num- 
ber of patients in the hospital was, on 
an average, not more than between 680 
and 710; a statement for the authenticity 
of which M. Meniére declares himself re- 
sponsible. 

The diet at the hospital is rather indiffe- 
rent, and M. Dupuytren justly considered 
the present a very proper opportunity of 
making improvements in this respect ; orders 
were immediately given to the domestic de- 
partment of the house to make the proper 
alterations ; aud it is probable that to these 
measures, and to the liberal contributions 
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of the citizens themselves, the speedy re- 
covery of many patients may be ascribed. 
Another want which soon became very 
urgent, was that of lint and linen, but this 
had no sooner begun to be known in the 
town, than large donations were sent from all 
quarters, particularly from tlié ‘“* Dames de 
la Halle,” the “ Collége Louis-le-Grand,” 
the hospices, and even from other towns as 
far distant as Angers; at the same time a 
great number of workshops was establish- 
ed in the neighbourhood of, and on the very 
place before, the Hétel-Diet, to supply the 
wards with lint, bandages, &c. By such 
efforts, and lastly from the contents of the 
magazine of the “ ambulances de l’armée,” 
which was immediately given up by the 
provisory ddministration to the civil hospi- 
tals, thése watits were spéedily supplied. 
Another circumstatice which was extremely 
beneficial in this respect deserves notice : 
the palace of the atchbishop (which is quite 
close to the hospital) having been invaded, 
@ feport spredd that it was to be plundered, 
and the furtituré destroyed and thrown into 
the Seine. In consequence of this rumour, 
M. Breschet immediately proceeded thither 
with his epron (in his dréss as hospital sur- 
geon), and called upon the people in the 
possession of the palace to curry every- 
thing that might be useful to the wounded, 
to the Hétel; these Orders were immedi- 
ately followed, and all the linen, beds, 
fuffiitute, abd even money, was faithfully 
delivered to the authorities at the hospital. 
Another incident connected with the arch- 
bishop’s palace must here be mentioned. 
Somé of the people were going to set fife to 
the building, and others proposed to dig a 
large ole in the garden, and fo bury there a 
great number of dead from the Place de 
Gréve, &c.; but as soon as they were re- 
minded that the execution of either of 
these plans might be injurious to the Hotel- 
Dieu, they immediately abandoned them. 
In conclusion of this part of his report, M. 





Meaiére mentions the honourable readiness 
with which the medical officers of the hos- | 
pital adopted the proposition of one of| 
their colleagues to make a collection for the | 
wounded, which, within a few days, amount- 
ed to about six thousand francs (240/.). 

We do not follow M. Méniére in his in- 
quiry on the nature of gun-shot wounds, as | 
this is for the present foréiga to our pur- 


pose. We lsd omit sitering inté miny 
particulars respecting the severity of the 
cases, such as for instance that the citizens 
were more dangerously wounded than the 
soldiers, but that in the former the wouods 
wete compafatively less fatal than in thé 
latter, Kécause of thé different emotions of 
mind which were necessarily produced by 
the event of the struggle, &c. 


We give a short exttact of some of the 
most interesting cases :-— 
*« A soldier of the Royal Guards received 
a shot a little above the temporal extremity 
of the eyebrow; the ball having traversed the 
skin and temporal muscle, glided along the 
skull in a semicircular direction till it came 
behind the ear, where it stopped; it was 
extracted by means of anincision. The pa- 
tient went on very well, till all at once 
hemorrhage took place from the temporal 
artery, which was, however, soon arrested 
by the ligature; this patient is now reco- 
vered.—A pupil of the Polytechnic School 
was stabbed in the right eye; the instru- 
ment pierced the orbit and perforated the 
brain in its whole length, and of course pro- 
duced immediate death:—A deaf and dumb 
person, about 34 years of age, who had 
taken a very active part in the fighting, was 
brought to the hospital covered with wounds, 
and lacerated in the most pitiful manner ; 
there was a penetrating wound at the tem- 
poral region of the skull, and there was evi- 
dently a lesion of the brain; he was largely 
bled and went on favourably, when secon- 
dary encephalitis acceded and carried him 
off in a few days —A citizen received a ball 
on the forehead; he was brought to the 
hospital in a state of insensibility ; the skin 
was found lacerated, but there was no frac- 
ture; when he recovered his senses he was 
_ blind, and it was only after a few 
ays that the right eye became sensible of 
light; the vision of both eyes was gra- 
dually but completely restored.—One frac- 
ture only of the clavicle was observed, from 
a blow with a musket, and curiously enough 
it was in a citizen who had recently been 
discharged from the Hoétel-Dieu, after re- 
covery from a fracture of the clavicle of the 
other side—Two exarticulations of the up- 
per arm were made with success; a third 
case proved fatal, probably only because the 
patient objected to the operation being per- 
formed immediately after the accident.—A 
few severe cases of burns were also admit- 
ted. Some citizens had taken possession of 
@ cannon, which they directed against the 
enemy, but in the heat of the moment they 
had put the ball behind the powder; the 
cannon was accordingly turned, and the 
powder was scattered over the pavement ; 
the ball also fell on the stones, and uafor- 
82 
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tunately caused a spark, by which the pow- 
der tock fire and burot ve or six indivi- 
duals.—A young man, with his pocket filled 
with cartridges, had a pistol disclrarged close 
to him, so that they took fire, and he was in 
one moment burnt from head to foot. None 
of these burns were fatal.—One case of am- 
pocatien of the index of the left hand proved 
atal, in consequence of nervous symptoms 
supervening, which were probably caused 
by a violent emotion of mind.—In twocases 
both thighs had been traversed by the same 
ball without producing fracture, and in one 
the ball had even perforated both legs with- 
out even any lesion of the boae.—One case 
of tetanus only was observed, in a patient 
with penetrating wound of the chest; it 
seems that it was principally caused by the 
vent discharges of muskets and pistols, 
which continued for a considerable time 
after the fighting had ceased. Several 
cases were observed, in which the ball had 
passed through the neck without injuring 
any important organs, and some of them 
were speedily cured ; some, however, prov- 
ed fatal by hemorrhage, as was the case in 
@ young man who had been shot through 
the wm and was in a fair way of recover- 
ing, when, on the 12th day, hemorrhage 
occurred and carried him off within a few 
hours.—A boy of 17 received a large wound 
at the left side, immediately above the 
heart ; the ball, after having broken a rib, 
traversed the lung and the scapula, and he 
was apparently in a dying state when he was 
admitted at the hospital ; reaction, however, 
soon took place, and it is hoped that he will 
recover.—A voltigeur received a musket- 
ball on the occiput ; though it came in an 
oblique direction, it fractured and depressed 
the skull, and such was its force, that it was 
almost divided into two parts, one half hav- 
ing entered the cerebellum and the other 
remaining outside ; it was very firm, and it 
required a great effort to detach it; the 
patient died on the second day.—A young 
girl, whilst looking out of a window on the 
fifth story, received a ball in the breast, 
after it had penetrated the chest of a man 
before her; happily she was thickly cloth- 
ed, else the ball would have entered the 
chest ; it had been fired at the distance of 
about 60 paces.—A soldier of the Guard was 
shot in the hypogastric region ; the neck of 
the bladder was wounded, and the ball en- 
tered a little above the anus; the os pubis 
was fractured. Notwithstanding the ex- 
tent and the nature of the wound the pa- 
tient lived till the 30th day, when he died 
of inflammation.” 
With respect to the situation and effects 
of the wounds, there were observed to be,— 





FATAL, 
Ww the head® 20,.......13 
TROP co Bi secccace @ 
neck .. 6........ 3 
chest *. 20... 2000.10 
abdomen 21,.....-.14 
pelvis Zl.ssseee Y 
Fractures of long bones 78... «++++-45 
Wounds of the thigh 30........ 
knee ..  G.sseceee 
ee TEL 
foot .. 10...... 
shoulder 9....+0+. 
upperarm .. 8...es+e 
fore-arm 4. Gueess, 
elbow .. 
hand .. 


Besides the above number, eleven citi- 


zens died almost immediately after admis- 
sion, and their wounds were not specified. 
The total number of deaths is stated to have 
been 122 (which however does not accord 
with the above), 40 of whom, at least, did not 
admit of any surgical treatment. Of the 91 
wounds of the extremities without fractures 
none proved fatal, and it was peculiarly for- 
tunate that there were no penetrating wounds 
of the jointsamong them. The other wounds, 
which are not entered in the above list, 
were comparatively slight. At the end of 
September there were but twenty wounded 
left; the greater number of convalescents 
having been sent to St. Cloud, where the 
barracks of the Gardes du Corps had been 
appropriated to that purpose. 


Se 


Transactions of the Medical and Physical 
Society of Calcutta, Volume the fourth, 
Calcutta: Thacker and Co. 1829, 8vo, 


Or the thirty-three articles contained in the 
volume before us, a small number only re- 
quire our notice, the rest being chiefly on 
subjects of local importance, and such as 
can afford but little interest to European 
readers, 

We shall begin with the first paper, on 
lactucarium, by Dr. Graham, who caused a 
quantity of this drug to be prepared, and 
employed it in a number of cases with con- 





* At the Hopital Beaujon, a citizen was admit- 
ted with eight wounds of the head, at one of which 
a piece of bone three inches long and two broad 
had been separated from the skuli; he recovered, 
and is at present in St, Cloud, 





LACTUCARIUM.—DIABETES.—DISLOCATION. 


siderable benefit. It was obtained from the 
coss lettuce just before flowering, by cutting 
the stem obliquely into a great number of 
pieces, and scraping off the juice from the 
ends of each with a broad blunt knife, by 
which it was conveyed into a cup or bason 
having a cross-bar and containing a small 
quantity of water. The juice thus collected 
was merely inspissated by standing for a 
short time in the shade, and then made into 
cakes with the hand, without being subjected 
to any other preparation whatever. It was 
given in somewhat larger doses than those 
which have been hitherto recommended, 
viz., from two to eight or ten grains, and 
was productive of very beneficial effects in 
several instances where opium and other 
narcotics had failed, or could not be borne 
by the patient. In this country the expense 
attending the collection of lactucarium has 
been so great as alone to prevent its being 
brought into general use; but Dr. Graham 
States that the above method of preparing it 
is already understood, in several places, by 
the natives, and that any quantity of it 
might easily be procured at a very reason- 
able price. 
given of some trials which were made with 
a quantity of the drug sent by Dr. Graham 
to Calcutta, and the results fully justify the 
commendations which he bestows upon it. 
The seventh article contains a very inte- 
resting case of diabetes completely and per- 
manently cured by bleeding. The patient, 
a military officer et. 40, had been ill several 
months, and was extremely weakened and 
emaciated, when he applied to Dr. Kennedy. 
His previous medical attendants hed con- 
sidered his case as one of hypochondriasis 
and general debility, without being at all 
aware of its real nature, although he was 
actually at this time voiding from ten to 
twelve pints of inodorous sweet urine in the 
twenty-four hours. Leeches and a large 
blister to the loins, lime-water and subcar- 
bonate of ammonia with an animal diet, 
were first tried, but under this treatment 
the patient, though somewhat improved in 
spirits, evidently became worse, and the 
urinary discharge increased to seventeen 
pints daily. Although he was now still 
further reduced, Dr. Kennedy was “ firmly 
convinced that his only chance of recovery 
was in the bleeding system of Dr. Watt,” 
and accordingly on Sept, 20th began by ab- 


In the appendix an account is) 
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stracting twelve ounces of blood from the 
orm. ‘The relief afforded by this measure 
was very striking, the headach which had 
previously been very distressing was almost 
entirely removed, the patient regained his 
former cheerfulness, and declared that he 
felt better than he had done for some years ; 
and the quantity of urine discharged in the 
subsequent twenty-four hours was only nine 
pints, On the next day, however, the quan- 
tity being again slightly increased, and the 
headach having partially returned, the 
bleeding was repeated with the same im- 
mediate relief as before, and five grains of 
blue-pill every other night, with a pint of 
decoct. sarsap. daily, were prescribed. On 
the 23d the patient continued better, the 
urine amounted to only eight pints in the 
twenty-four hours, and the thirst had alto- 
gether ceased. On the 24th the headach 
and thirst were again slightly felt, the quan- 
tity of urine for the twenty-four hours was 
eight and a half pints. Venesection was 
therefore again employed, and with the 
| same good effect as on the previous occasions. 
Between this date and Oct, 14, the bleeding 
was repeated four times, and always with 
decided benefit, the urinary discharge gra- 
dually diminishing in quantity, and becom- 
ing of a more natural quality, and the pa- 
tient improving rapidly in health and 
strength, so that by the beginning of No- 
vember he was completely recovered. The 
sore from the blister on the loins was kept 
open during the whole period of treatment, 
but there can be no doubt that the beneficial 
result was chiefly, if not entirely, owing to 
the abstraction of blood. 

The following article contains a case re- 
lated by Mr. Twining, in which he succeed- 
ed in reducing a dislocation of the humerus 
in a robust and healthy sailor, which had 
existed fifteen weeks, no attempt at reduc- 
tion having been made, Gradually increas- 
ed extension with the pulleys was main- 
tained for fifty minutes, and during that time 
nausea and faintness were induced by a large 
dose of tartar emetic and the abstraction of 
tbij of blood. The head of the bone was 
raised with considerable force from the 
axilla, and returned into the glenoid cavity 
auddenly and with a very audible grinding 
noise. The patient left the hospital only a 
few days after the reduction, and wes then 
able to move his arm as much as, at that 








~ 


; 
: 
f 
} 
2 








ee 
few <a 


PEAS PT SESS SS 


ro 


2 


ieee 


RE ye ee yes, 


= 





De ae oe 


a ee 


IPECACUANHA.--LITHOTOMY. 


early period, could be pradently permitted. 
The following note is appended by Mr. 
Twining, and we may observe that any in- 
formation on the subject will be acceptable 
to us, as we know of no other case where the 
hone has been reduced at so long a period 
after the occurrence of the accident. 


* The patient, William Foss, returned in 
the brig Francis to Liverpool, and should he 
not recover the use of his arm, it is probable 
that he will apply to a bospital for aid ; 
and any communication as to the degree of 
his recovery would be interesting to the 
Calcutta Medical Society.” 


The 14th article is by the same gentle- 
man on the employment of ipecacuanha in 
dysentery. From the cases, of which a 
number are concisely related, this medicine 
appears to have been most efficacious in the 
simple acute form of the disease; it was 
not, however, considered as by any means 
a substitute for antiphlogistic measures, its 
administration being always preceded by 
free general or local bleeding, when the pa- 
tient was seen soon after the commencement 
of the disease, or at a later period, whea the 
symptoms indicated the existence of inflam- 
mation. It wag invariably combined with 
extract of gentian, aad was given sometimes 
even in twelve-grain doses, without induc- 
ing the least pausea. The usual dase was, 
however, six grains, with four grains of the 
extract, twice @ day ; in some cases, where 
the liver appeared to he affected, it was 
advantageously combined with blue-pul, ip 
others it does not appear to have been ren- 
dered more efficacious by this addition, on 
the contrery, its good effects were much 
more evident after the mercury had been 
omitted. In some cases, which are related 
by Dr. Mortimer of Madras, the ipecacu- 
anba was given much move frequently, and 
combined with gum acacia instead of ex- 
tract of gentian; it appears, however, to 
have been less efficacious in this form, 
though still of much service. The use of 
ipecacuenba in dysentery has been long 
known, but-we are not aware that it has 
been given before ia this particular manner, 
or combined with any medicine which hes 
so completely obviated its nauseating ef- 
fects, without at all diminishing its bene- 
ficial action on the lower intestines. 

No. 15 is a case of stone, in which the 
recto-yesical operation was performed by 





Mr. Tweedie, at Rangoon. The patient,» 
Mussulman boy nine years old, had been 
afflicted with the disease for about seven 
years. The stone, which consisted exter- 
nally of the i agnesian phos- 
phate, and was four inches and « half ia 
length and three and a quarter in circumfe- 
rence, was very easily felt fram the rectum ; 
no staff, therefore, was employed, and the 
sphincter ani was not divided. From the 
latter circumstance, and probably also from 
the smallness of the incision into the blad- 
der, though this is not mentioned, some dif- 
ficulty was experienced in the extraction of 
the calculus ; the operation was, however, 
completed in about five minutes, Faees 
(and even a live round worm, ascaris lumbri- 
coides) were passed by the urethra for more 
than a month; in six weeks, however, the 
recto-vesical opening was entirely healed, 
and the patient perfectly recovered. In the 
appendix, another case of calculus is relat- 
ed, in which lithatemy was performed by a 
uatiye, who, by hig own accaunt, had ape- 
rated on about 150 patients, and lost only 
sixteev. His method was that which has 
heen termed the apparatus minor, His 
whole stack of instruments consisted of an 
old lancet, asmall folding knife, and a piece 
of unpolished iron, about the size of a com- 
mon uncut drewiag-pencil, having one end 
coarsely scoop-shaped,” and he was “ to- 
tally ignorant of anatomy, having no rational 
idea of the parts to be divided, nor of thase 
which would have been endangered by a 
slip of the knife. Nutwithstanding these 
disadvanteges, the calculus was speedily 
eatracted, aad the patient, a native boy 
seven years old, was going op remarkably 
well on the tenth day, after which he was 
got seen by the relater of the case. The 
operation is thus described : 

‘¢ Without any preparation whatever, nay, 
allowing the boy to void his urime just be- 
fore commencing, the operator proceeded 
as follows, having first gladly accepted a 
double-edged scalpel as a substitute for his 
own knife, but refusing fo of any kind. 
Che patieat having A ye ee! on the 
knees of his father, who was seated on the 
edge of a cot, with each band passed under 
the ham of the same side, and the wrists 
held in such a position as to draw the knees 
as far upwards and outwards as possible ; 
the operator knelt before him, introduced 
the two fingers of the left hand into the 


agus, and with the right having roughly 
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above the pubes for a few seconds, 

the calculus to press out the skin o/ 
the perineum to the left of the raphe near 
the anus; he then boldly cut down on the 
stone, the incision running nearly in the 
same direction as thut meade in the lateral 
operation, and attempted to scoop it out 
very roughly with the bit of iron. Having 
failed in this attempt, at our suggestion he 
slightly enlarged the wound, and then ex- 
tracted with ease a calculus of a flattened 
oval shape, and larger than a pigeon’s egg, 
the whole being over in less than two mi- 


Two cases of hydrophobia are described 
in Nos. 12 and 16. In the one the extract 
of belladonna, in the other the superacetate 
of lead was tried; both cases proved fatal 
under the usual symptoms. The belladonna 
appeared to have no beneficial effect what- 
ever. In the second case, the patient, a 
native boy #tat. ten, appeared to improve 
under the use of the lead, aod a blister to 
the throat, and was able to swallow water 
with very litt'e effort ; unfortunately, how- 
ever, he was removed by his friends on the 
second, became speedily worse on the 
omission of the medicine, and died on the 
evening of the third. Another case is given 
in the appendix, of a native girl, nine years 
old, in whom a very evident beneficial effect 
was produced by the administration of two 
large doses of opium; the improvement, 
however, was only of very short duration ; 
the violence of the disease soon returned, 
and she died in a few hours. 

The twenty-second paper, by Dr. Mowat, 
gives an acceunt of an epidemic cholera 
which occurred in March, 1828, among the 
soldiers of a European regiment stationed 
at Berhampore. It came on suddenly, 
without any assignable cause, and lasted | 
one month, during which time 27 out of the 
13@ patients admitted into the hospital 
died. It istemarkable, that only the Euro- 
pean private soldiers, and some native ser- 
vants and bazaar attendants, were affected ; 
neither the officers, nor any of the sepoys wi 
the same station, were attacked by it. The 
general phenomena of the disease were 
nearly the same as those which have been 
usually observed, but it was characterised 
by immediate and extreme collapse and 
prostration of strength, with little or no 
tend to reacti The symptoms of 


7 
course varied in different cases. The most 








usual, however, were “ purging, vomiting, 
pain or heat at the precordia, anxiety, 
spasms, restlessness, oppression ; cold,damp, 
clammy skin, collapse, failure of the pulse, 
shrivelled extremities, and urgent thirst.” 
“* The prostration of strength in every one 
wes a marked feature of the disease. In 
three or four cases, the depression was the 
principal symptom on their admission inta 
the hospital, as the slight vomiting and 
purging which they had could hardly be 
deemed a disease, though the eventual 
occurrence of cramps, the nature of the 
evacuations, and the urgent thirst, but too 
fully proved it to have been cholera.” 
A tabular view is given of all the cases 
omitted; but as only the duration and 
event of the disease, the principal symptoms 
on admisslon, and the remedies employed, 
are stated, little can be learnt from it. 
Venesection, which was tried in forty-six 
cases, was of no benefit ; on the contrary, 
it ia stated that, in several instances, it was 
decidedly injurious; and the author ob- 
serves, 

‘In no instance, with any of the above 
symptoms, however slight, or however early 
in the disease, did the flow of blood either 
rouse the system, induce reaction, or retieve 
the complaint. The blood either does not 
flow, or trickles from the vein, in the usual 
cases of cholera; here, however, it has 
generally flowed freely ; yet, instead of the 
pulse rising, faintness, exhaustion, cold 
sweats, with increase of vomiting and 
cramps, have obliged us to have recourse to 
stimulants to rouse the vital energies.”” 

‘The treatment, therefore, principally con- 
sisted in the administration of large doses of 
calomel with opium, of magnesia and stimu. 
lants, as brandy, ammonia, &c., blisters to 
the epigastriom and bottles of hot water to 
the sides and feet, which latter with manual 
friction were found to be of great service. 

“« On dissection in many cases, very little 
disease was apparent. In some there was 
much congestion and vascularity, in others 
very little; every case was minutely exam- 
ined, and with the exception of the vessels 
of the head, brain, lungs, liver, stomech, and 


| intestines, appearing turgid, aud sometimes 


loaded with bleod, there was nething observ- 
ed worthy of record.” 

The account of this epidemy affords proof, 
if indeed proof were wanting, of the justice 
of our observations in a recent number, on 
the disease now raging in Russia, and of the 
absurdity of attempting to lay down apy me- 











thod of treatment which shall be applicable 
to every form of the disease. 

The last article which we shall notice is 
by Mr. Raleigh, and contains an account of 
three cases of cataract in which the opera- 
tion of extraction, though perfeetly well per- 
formed, was not succeeded by sufficient in- 
flammatory action. In the first case there 
was no reproduction of the aqueous humour, 
though the edges of the incision remained 
in close connexion ; the cornea slowly be- 
came flaccid, dim, and opaque, and ultimate- 
ly the whole globe sank without any suffer- 
ing to the patient. In the other two cases 
a similar want of action was remedied by 
the application of pepper, and of a solution 
of nitrate of silver to the surface of the eye ; 
and a moderate degree of inflammation having 
beeu set up the curative process proceeded, 
aad vision was completely restored. All 
three patients were natives, and each was 
about fifty years old. Though not robust 
they appeared in tolerably good health at the 
time of the operation. 


Elements of Chemistry. By Axprew Fyre, 
M.D. F.R.S.E., Lecturer on Chemistry, 
&e. &e. Edinburgh: Black. 1830. 8vo. 
pp- 1062. 2d Edit. 

(The first edition of this work was published in 

two volumes ; in the present edition the two vo- 
lumes are bound together. } 
Or the numerous systems, elements, and 
manuals, of chemistry, which have appeared 
within the last few years, that which is now 
before us is decidedly one of the best. In- 
deed we know of no work of similar extent 
which can be placed before it, either for 
general accuracy, quantity of information, 
or clearness and conciseness of style. 

The arrangement, which differs consider- 
ably from the order which bas been hitherto 
generally adopted, is according to the most 
recent views of the first chemists, both En- 
glish and continental, the discoveries and 
opinions of whom, Dr. Fyfe has examined 
and collated with much diligence and in- 
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a very extended sense, to denote all those 
substances which are capable of forming 
salts by their union with acids. In the first 
division only two substances are included, 
oxygen and hydrogen. In the latter, chlo- 
rine, fluorine, azote, and all the simple com- 
bustibles, or electro-positive bodies. In 
this arrangement it is evident that in mu- 
riatic acid, hydrogen and not chlorine is 
considered as the acidifying principle, a 
theory which is certainly well supported by 
analogy, since, on the one hand, in hy-° 
drocyanic acid, and in hydrothionic acid, 
or sulphuretted hydrogen, the former gas 
performs the same part that oxygen per- 
forms in nitric, carbonic, and the other 
oxy-acids; and, on the other hand, chlo- 
rine must be regarded as the base in 
chloric acid, and its compounds, with the 
alkalies, metals, &c., appear to be more 
analogous to those of the same substances 
with sulphur and carbon, than to the oxyds 
with which they have generally been com- 
pared. Ofcourse the same arguments ap- 
ply in a still stronger degree to the other 
two supporters of combustion, iodine and 
fluorine. As our object here is rather to 
point out the nature and value of the work 
than to give an analysis of it, which could 
be of little or no use to our readers, we shall 
not enter further into detail. We have 
only to state that the principal part of it, 
which contains some account of every 
known substance, naturel and artificial, 
which can be treated of in a work of this 
kind, is preceded by much valuable infor- 
mation on the subjects of heat and attraction, 
and some brief, but very instructive, obser- 
vations on light, chiefly in reference to its 
chemical effects, and followed by a long and 
interesting chapter on electricity and galva- 
nism,—by another, equally valuable, on ana- 
lytical chemistry, referring chiefly to the 
composition of mineral waters, and the ex- 
amination and detection of poisons, and by 
many useful and accurate tables, which it is 
unnecessary for us to enumerate. ‘The ty- 
pography is, throughout, remarkably cor- 
rect ; but we know not why the author has 

i to write oxigen and orid, instead of 








genuity. Instead of dividing ple sub- 
stances into positive and negative, or into 
combustibles and supporters of combustion, 
he has arranged them as acidifying and 
alkalifying principles, and acidifiable and 
alkalifiable bodies, using the term alkali in 





oxygen and oryd, which are sanctioned not 
merely by custom, but also by the deriva- 
tion of the words, 





SECOND VERDICT AGAINST JOHN LONG. 


MANSLAUGHTER 


COMMITTED A SECOND TIME BY 


JOHN LONG. 


At 11 o'clock on Wednesday, Nov. 10, a 
eae at the Wilton Arms, Knights- 

idge, to inquire into the death of Mrs. 
Colin Campbell Lioyd, aged 48, the wife of 
Captain Edward Lloyd, of the Navy. The 
jury proceeded to view the body of the un- 
fortunate lady, at her lodgings, No. 33, 
Wilton-place, and on their return the fol- 
lowing evidence was adduced :— 

Mr. George Vance, surgeon: I visited 
Mrs. Lioyd on the 2ist October last, which, 
as I was informed by ber medical attendant, 
Mr. Campbell, was about ten days from the 
commencement of her iliness. Mrs. Lioyd 
informed me that she had inhaled, from a 
tube, a few times at Mr. St. John Long’s, 
and ad been rubbed on the chest with a 
liniment twice ; the first rabbing, she said, 
produced no inconvenience, but the second 
a sense of burning heat ; she stated that she 
was quite well at the time, and had not suf- 
fered any important indisposition for three 
years; from the inbalation, it appeared to 
me that her tongue, mouth, and fauces, had 
eroded; on examining her chest, where she 
had been rubbed, I found a sloughing sore 
of great extent, which extended from the 
armpits across the chest in one direction, 
and from the collar-bones above, under the 
nipples, in the other direction ; in the mid- 
dle of this sore, the soft parts covering the 
breast-bone were black and dead, but towards 
the circumference there was a little appear- 
ance of health, and the mortified parts were 
separating from the living ; the stomach was 
much disturbed, and she was in a state of 
great exhaustion and despondency, fre- 
quently expressing a desire to die. Ina 
day or two after my attendance, some of the 
constitutional distress subsided, and her spi- 
rits revived ; the deed parts began to sepa- 
rate more freely : no granulations, however, 
appearing in the clean parts of the sore, 
and the surface having become dry and 
flabby, exhibited the appearance of the dis- 
sected parts of a dead body. Mr. Campbell, 
a surgeon, and myself, removed masses of 
putrid flesh, The breast-bone was found 
bare, and I believe that if the slough had 
been freely throwa off, the cartilages of the 
ribs would have been exposed also. The 
deceased gradually grew weaker, and died 
on Monday morning the 8th of November. 
The application of some corrosive matter 
applied to the parts, which I found in a 
state of mortification, was the cause of her 








Mr. Brodie, surgeon, sworn : I saw Mrs, 
Lloyd last Friday week, with-Mr. Vance. 
The witness confirmed the evidence of Mr. 
Vance. J should think that any mineral 
acid, or arsenical application, would produce 
such un effect; 1 do not remember having 
seen the same mischief produced by any 
local application that bad been used as a 
remedy, excepting in the case of the late 
Miss Cashin. 

Cross-examined: In some cases the ap- 
plications in common use produce effecis 
more violent than in other cases, and beyond 
what the practitioner may have intended. 

Mr. Campbell, surgeon, said: About the 
ist of October, Mrs, Lloyd and her famil 
came on a visit to my mother’s house, an 
she appeared to be in sound bodily health. 
On the 12th of October [ was requested to 
see her, as she was dangerously ill. She 
complained of pain on her chest, on examin- 
ing which I found the wound which has 
been described. Mrs. Lloyd stated to me, 
that she bad consulted Mr. St. John Long 
for an affection of the throat, a few days 
before, and he told her thet the affection of 
the throat arose from extensive disease of 
the lungs—they being full of small ulcers, 
and recommended her to inhale, which she 
did for a few days previously to her being 
rubbed at his house, which took place on the 
10th and 11th of October. I have heard 
the evidence of Mr. Brodie and Mr. Vance, 
and concur with them in opinion as to the 
cause of her death. Mrs. Lloyd had no 
symptom whatever of disease of the lungs ; 
the wound extended twenty inches in length, 
independent of the inflammation which ex- 
tended over the abdominal muscles, all 
down her sides, over the hip and over the 
shoulder. 

Cross-examined. There was no mortifi- 
cation on the wound when I was first called 
in to attend her on the 12th October; she 
then told me that she would not allow Mr. 
Long 10 come into her presence again, and 
from that day he never saw her, 

Captain Iloyd came to London with his 
wife on the 15th of July ; Mrs. Lloyd was 
in good health ; she continued in good health 
until she became ill from the rubbing of 
Mr. Long. On the 5th Oct. | accompanied 
her to Mr. Long’s ; she went on the follow- 
ing day, when she inhaled. On the 7th 
she inhaled again; also on the Sth; she 
went to him on the 9th, when she was rub- 
bed, for the first time, across the bosom, as 
she described to me ; on the 10th Oct. she 
told me that she had inhaled as before, and 
afterwards was rubbed—as they termed it, 
“ rubbed out.” She became so unwell while 
the rubbing was going on, that the rubber 
was alarmed and went for Mr. Long, who 
did not come for some time, and when he 
did, he said it was nothing, and would soon 
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go off, which it did after some time ; but an 
odd sensation remained which continued 
during the evening. She passed a restless 
night, and on is cena of the 12th of 
October, on looking at her breast, it ap- 
peared to me that from lying on her back, 
wherever the matter discharged from the 
wound rested, it caused fresh blisters, some 
of which leut to relieve her pain. A wicker 
cradle was made to place over her to pre- 
vent the bed-clothes touching her. On this 
- I called upon Mr. Long, who expressed 
at not having seen Mrs. Lloyd 
~e go on with her inbaling. On explaining 
her inability and great sufferings, he said 
that he would come in the evening, which 
he did, and found that she had applied some 
common blister dressing to alleviate the heat 
and burning sensation, Mr. Long said that 
was wrong, and contrary to his practice, 
bat he would “ rub it out,” which Mrs. 
ip exclaimed against, saying that she 
bad suffered so much that she could not 
endure these parts being rubbed at all ; the 
very idea of touching them, even by herself, 
was excruciating. Mr. Long said, that the 
only thing necessary to be applied to the 
wound was old dry linen, to absorb. He 
then asked fora towel, and began rubbing it 
dry on the large black spot, as I suppose to 
absorb the discharge. Mrs. Lloyd said she 
had always healed any little blister by a 
simple blister-dressing ; and Mr. Long said 
he saw no objection to her using it, and 
then departed. 
[The inquiry was here adjourned to the 
following day, when there was called— 
Mrs. Elizabeth Ci /l, sworn and 
examined by Mr. Wheatley: I remember 
the dav when Captain and Mrs, Lloyd came 
to my house ; I considered her to be in per- 
fect health, with the exception of a little irri- 
tation in the throat occasionally ; after she 
had been two or three days in my house, 
she informed me that she had been to Mr. 
St. Joha Long, and had seen several ladies 
inhaling there. She told me some time 
after that she had been rubbed; after she 
had been some time in my house | perceived 
that there was some alteration in her heakth 
not, however, immediately after she had 
been rubbed, which operation, she informed 
me, was first performed on Saturday, the 9th 
of October; she was quite well that even- 
ing, and in very good spirits; she played at 
cards, and with her children ; on Sunday 
morning she still appeared very well, but in 
the evening she complained to me of great 
and a shivering which bad come on 
her ; she was, on this complaint being made, 
put into a warm bed, but she continued in 
that cold shivering — for many hours. 
Mr. Wwueattey. you happen to 
know that she was rubbed on car he Sunday 


morning ? 





Witness. Yes; I was given to under. 
stand from herself, that she had been “‘ rub- 
bed” on the Sunday morning. She never 
rose from her bed after eo aha as 
on Sunday evening ; to ano- 
ther bed; I frequently > ettantied her after 
that, end never saw any one in so much 
pain, or suffer so dreadfully, from the Mon- 
day morning up to the time that she died ; 
her sufferings are too dreadful almost we 
think of, and at times she was rendered de- 
lirious; she e great dread of Mr, 
Long, and, as a proof, she always fancied from 
her dread that he wasin a large trunk in the 
room ; she often desired the nurse to lock it 
and hide the key. She suffered so much 
that Captain Lioyd went to Mr. Long, and 
he, in consequence, came to the house on 
Tuesday evening. Mr. Long said she was 
doing very well, and looking very well, and 
asked her what she wished to be done. He 
did not restrict her diet, nor give her any 
medicines internally. This was the last 
time that Mr. Long saw the deceased ; he 
ealled the following d 
desired that he sight be 


sufferings were be yond — 
were dreadful ; she died 

The remainder of this witness's evidence 
fully confirmed that of Captain Lieyd. 

Mr. Vance put in the following pony tee 


written by him and three other 
gentlemen who examined the body :— 

** The surface of the body did not exhibit 
any appearance of disease, except a gangre- 
me ne on the chest, which we measured, 
and found to extend from ove armpit to the 
other, a2 space of sixteen inches; and from 
the neck downwards to the parts below the 
nipples, nine inches. The mortified perts 
being removed, the collar-bone and some of 
the cartilages of the ribs were bare. The 
body generally onusuably fat. 

‘On exposing the structures contained 
in the chest, the lungs were ascertained to 
be perfectly sound, free from any adhesion 
to the neighbouring parts, and there was 
not even a spot that could create the suspi- 
cion of disease either on their surface or m- 
ternally. The heart and all its appendages 
were also quite healthy. 

“ The hver, spleen, stomach, and intes- 
tines, as well as all the other structures in 
the abdomen and pelvis, were in a state of 
perfect health, On the right side the thy- 
roid gland was inflamed, and the structure a 
little changed from its contiguity to a deep 
part of the ulcer, but the other part of the 
gland was bealthy. On examining the wind- 
pipe, mo disease appeared, but the portion 
nearest the ulcer was much inflamed on its 
inner end anterior surface, and its vessels 
were full of blood. The esophagus, which 
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became the subject of our particular atten- 
jon, tof the hysteri 
eS re ere 


wes no thickening nor stric- 
ture. We have further to add, that in our 
professional researches, we have seldom 
seen a body that had lived forty years, with 
internal structures so generally healthy, and 
so fine in their proportions. The head, by 
the desire of the jury, was not examined, as 
it had never appeared to be the seat of dis- 
ease.” 

Mr, Vance, in answer to a question put 
by the jury, stated, that coughs generally 
qitended inflamed lungs, Counter-irritation 
moderately applied, and uader certain cir- 
cumsiances, was certainly not productive of 

Cross-examined: A common blister fre- 
quently produced mortification. 

After Mr, Campbell had shortly stated 
the treatment which he had pursued to- 
wards Mrs. Lloyd, and which was described 
by Mr. Vance as perfectly correct, the 
coroner read over the whole of the evidence 
to the jury. 

Mr. Wooter then said, that the present 
question wasa very important one, as it affect- 
ed Mr. Long and the public. As such, he 

t that every-thing that could throw 
a it should be received. He was 
about to ask the court whether it would permit 
the evidence of witnesses, as to the nature 
and character of Mr. Long’s treatment. He 
did not mean to ask many questions of them, 
but simply two or three, in order to show 
how ectly innoxious it was. It would 
then for them to say, whether blame 
would be attached to Mr. Long, if it had 

of so mueh benefit to others, and had 
only failed in one instance. 

The Jury unanimously said here, that 
they thought such evidence was quite un- 
connected with the case ; and one juror in- 
quized if he were prepared to show that the 
same treatment and the very same lotion 
had been used towards the deceased as with 
ali the other persons? 

Mr. Wooter said he could not call evi- 
dence certainly to that particular fact, only 
to his general practice. 

Mr. Wurariey said, that that question 
had saved hima great deal of trouble. He 
observed at once how unnecessary such 
evidence was. The embrocation might be 
perfectly inaoxious ia one instance, and 
arsenical in the other. 

The Coroner observed, that if they 
allowed such evidence oa one side of 
the question, they must allow contrary 
evidence on the other, to show that the 
treatment had not proved efficacious. Be- 
sides, he did not see that either way it 
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could apply to the present case, as they 
were only sent to inquire into the death of 
one particular person, and not the deaths or 
treatment of others. 

Mr. Wooten: Very well then, I shall 
only call two witnesses to facts immediately 
connected with the deceased. 

Mrs. Jane Macdougall: 1 am a relation 
of the deceased ; about ten days previous to 
the 4th of October last, one Sunday, the de- 
ceased came into Mr. Long’s, where I 
pened to be at the time; she seid to me, in 
the presence of Mr. Long, that she had been 
suddenly taken ill in the street, and that 
she would be obliged if she might sit down 
in the hall ; she was so very ill that she was 
afraid to yo further, and she did not wish to 
go into the house, as it would be said that 
| Mr. Long had killed her; she told me that 
she laboured under an affection of the throat, 
and that Mr. Vanee had applied caustic to 
it; about a week after this 1 saw her at 
Mr. Long's; she appeared to be very much 
oppressed indeed ; she then went in to in- 
hale with the rest of the ladies; she after- 
wards went down stairs, and had an applice- 
tion made to her throat, from which she told 
me that she had derived very great benefit ; 
the following day, Sunday, she again came 
and inhaled, besides having an application 
made to the throat; | did not see it, but she 
put her hand to her throat, and said to me, 
*<T have bad an application made a second 
time here ;" it might have been lower for 
what I know, but I thought it must have 
been there, as she had spoken of the ulcer- 
ated throat; she came up steirs «mmedi- 
ately after it, and told me that she felt better 
for the application, I myself have been a 
patient of Mr, Long, and have felt great 
benefit from the course of treatment; I bave 
always knows those who were under Mr. 
Long much benefited. 

Cross examined: | have been staying at 
Mr. Long’s house for ten days with a cousin 
of mine; I have known him since last De- 
cember. , 

The colour of the liquid was milk-white. 

By a Juryman: The lotion was always of 
the same colour; | heve been rubbed in the 
chest, but no discharge took place, unless 
the part affected was rubbed. 

By a Juryman> The caustic which the 
deceased said had been applied by Mr. Vance 
was applied about two or three years ago. 

The Jury said that this fact was very im- 
portant after what had been stated by the 
witness before ; they had thought then that 
the application of the caustic was only a 
short time prior to her going to Mr. Long. 

Miss Gertrude Smith, of No. 4, George- 
street, Hanover-square, was next sworn: I 
knew the deceased ; about two months since 
L met her first at Mr. Long's, Harley -street ; 
she said she came to him for an inflamed 
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sore throat; the witness then confirmed the | him properly, he should wish to know on 
statement of the last witness as to the de- | what grounds they returned their verdict ? 

ceased coming into the hall, and not wishing) ‘The Foreman of the Jury said, on the 
to go into the house, for fear that if she died | principle of gross ignorance.” They said 
it should be said that Mr. Long had mur- nothing about inattention, as there had not 
dered her. Witness then said, I saw her! been time between the treatment prescribed 
afterwards, when she had been under the! and the death of the deceased. The Fore- 


care of Mr. Long, and had feit great benefit 
from the treatment of Mr. Long. 
Cross-examined : | ama confidential friend 
of Mr. Long; he does not tell me what is 
the matter with al! his patients, but I asked 
him in this instance; my sister and my 
cousin have derived the greatest benefit from | 


jand mel 


man added, that they had drawn up a Pro- 


‘test, which they wished to be made public, 


He then read as follows :—* The Jury, in 
delivering their verdict, think it an incum- 
bent duty on them, on the present important 
hol ion, of stating it as 
their solemn conviction, that the time was 





Mr. Long’s treatment, the first, in fact, was|now arrived for the Legislature adopting 
restored to life by him ; Mrs. Lloyd appear- | immediate measures to prevent any further 
ed, when 1} first saw her, to be very bad | sacrifice of human life, by stopping persons 
indeed ; 1 do not think that she could have | from acting as surgeons who were not duly 


walked five miles ; she was not an emaciat- 
ed-looking person, but she was very pale, 
except when a hectic colour spread over her 
face; she walked accidentally into Mr. 
Long’s house, I suppose, and she then made 
the semark about the murder [cries of 
* Quite enough, quite enough” } ; I know that | 
Capt. Lloyd was a very great friend of Mr. | 
Long [buzzes of surprise]. At the time | 
that Mrs. Lloyd walked into the house of 
Mr. Long by accident, Mr. Lloyd was ina 
room up stairs. On a servant informing bim | 


qualified to act as such.” —( Loud applause.) 
The Fron has not yet been taken; it is 
supposed he has quitted the country. 





MEATH HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 
S1a,—Inclosed I send you the verbatim 








of this, and the sudden illness of his wife, Copies of two cases which were admitted into 
he sent word that she was to come up stairs, | the Meath Hospital, under the care of my 
The deceased told me that she had not in- esteemed friend Rawdon M‘Namara, Esq., 
tended to come in if she had not been seized |and which were transmitted to me by J. 
witb illness. Mr. Long is not married.—| Harris, Esq., of Camden Street, Dublin. 
This witness’s latter evidence excited a| Should you, on perusal, deem them worthy 
great deal of surprise. of a corner in your talented and widely-cir- 

The Coroner then addressed the Jury, | culated Journal, 1 think you will confer a 
and told them that the time had at length favour on the profession at large, by giving 








arrived when it was their duty to take Yuto | publicity to reports of such highly interest- 
their serious consideration the evidence that 


had been produced before them touching | 


the death of the deceased Mrs. Lioyd. The, 
case, in his opinion, could be brought into | 
@ very narrow compass. The matter, in his, 
view, for their determination was, whether. 
the deceased died a natural death, or in con- | 
sequence of the gross ignorance of the medi- | 
cal man who attended her. If he had been | 
either grossly ignorant or inattentive, he was | 


then guilty of the crime of manslaughter. | 


[The Coroner said he would go through | 


the whole of the evidence ifit were requir- 
ed, but the Jury said that they were satisfied 
with what they had heard already.) 


The Jury after this retired for a short 
time, and then came in with the following 
written verdict :—‘* The Jury, having atten- 
tively considered the evidence that has been 
before them, can come to no other verdict 
than that of Manslaughter against John St. 
John’ Long.” 

The Conover then said, that in order 
that he might draw up the document before 





practically important cases. 

I am your well-wisher and admirer, 
Artaur Beernam, 

Stoke Newington, 11th Oct. 1830. 


ing and 


GANGRENOUS ERYSIPELAS. 

Case.—James Keough, a sawyer, wtat. 
34, became a patient of Mr. M‘Namara in 
the Meath Hospital, in consequence of gan- 
grenous erysipelas, which destroyed the 
whole of the integuments of the arm, fore- 
arm, and a portion of those of the hand; he 
was suffering from heetic in an extreme de- 
gree, with a quick, small, and very irregular 
pulse; indeed so far were the powers of 
life reduced, that the pro removing 
the arm at the shoulder-joint sppeared to 
many a very hazardous measure, an opinion 
that, I confess, I agreed in, seeing how small 
a quantity of blood, the loss of which would 
be sufficient to deprive such a patient of 
life, an opinion that was strengthened b 
the length and severity of two operations I 
had seen elsewhere performed. 

‘The patient was carried into the operat- 
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ing theatre in his bed, on Saturday the 18th 
of Sept. last, and having been placed sittin 

on the side of it, Mr. M‘ Namara commenced 
the operation, by making a flap of the del- 
toid muscle, on fie manner recommended 
by De La Faye; he then cut into the joint, 
dislocated the bone, and finished the opera- 
tion by bringing out his knife bebind the 
bone, making the inferior flap by one stroke 
of the instrument, The axillary artery, the 
circumflex arteries, and one or two incon- 
siderable vessels, were now secured, and 
the flaps were brought together by means 
of adhesive plaster and sutures. An ano- 
dyne draught was administered, though | 
could not say that the patient suffered ex- 
treme pain either during the operation or 
after it; indeed his sufferings were of so 
short duration, the cutting part occupying 
but a mipute and a half, that I think 1 am 


warranted in saying, that amputation at the | 


shoulder-joint is attended with as little pain 
as @ common amputation, and (if I am to 
judge from the present case, which undoubt- 
edly was a good specimen of Irish surgery), 
with certainly less hemorrhage, in so much 
that more than two ounces of blood were 
not lost on the occasion. It is also worthy 
of remark, that the axillary vein did not 
bleed. 


lt is unnecessary to occupy your valuable’ 


space by a detailed account ot the treatment, 
which did not embrace any-thing out of the 
ordivary course pursued in such cases ; the 
man has hourly gained strength ; the liga- 
tures have all come away; and the wound 
is now, ten days from the operation, nearly 
healed. There are one or two observations 
with which I shall trouble you on the pre- 
sent case; and first, it is obvious how much 
the debility here may, relatively, be produc- 
ed by the presence of an extensively suppu- 
rating surface, over which the constitution 
was incapable of exerting any salutary con- 
trol; secondly, how little we should per- 
mit ourselves to be influenced by this appa- 
rent debility, which will certainly disappear 
as soon as its cause is removed ; thirdly, 
how unnecessary the tying of the axillary 
artery or vein is, as a preliminary step to 
the performance of the operation; and, 
lastly, how uncalled for is the removal of 
the cartilage from the glenoid cavity, a prac- 
tice whick has been adopted from the fear 
of the occurrence of subsequent inflamma- 
tion and disease, which, from a reference 
to this and other cases, { am warranted in 
saying never occur. 


DEMA OF THE LARYNX,.—TRACHEOTOMY, 

William Kenny, aged 47, of a bilious tem- 
perament, admitted on the 16th Sept. stated, 
that about three o'clock on the evening 
before, he had been attacked by a rigour, 
which was succeeded by sore throat; thut 





pecie to this he had always enjoyed good 
ealth, with the exception of a slight pul- 
monary catarrh of some years’ standiog ; 
that at midnight he awoke, unable to swal- 
low ; his breathing extremely difficult, noisy, 
and accompanied by. a slight cough. For 
the relief of these symptoms he used a 
muriatic acid gargle. Present state: voice 
husky in the highest degree; breathing 
deep, slow, remarkably loud, and attended 
with considerable muco-sibilous rale, cough, 
accompanied with mucous expectoration ; 
deglutition impossible, as fur as regards 
solids, and a considerable portion of any 
fluid was even regurgitated through the 
nares ; the larynx very tender upon pres- 
sure ; 28 ounces of blood were immediately 
drawn from the arm, and he was ordered to 
take two grains of tartarised antimony every 
hour in solution. Noon; breathing. less 
loud; pulse 128, soft; skin moist; has 
vomited frequently some bilious matter; his 
condition, however, is not improved, Seven 
o’clock p.m.; oppression of breathing so 
great, that the patient expressed himself 
incapable of existing ; cough troublesome ; 
stridulous respiration increased consider- 
ably ; pulse quick ; extremities cold ; upper 
part of the body bedewed with sweat ; in- 
teguments of the neck considerably swollen 
from edema ; deglutition entirely obstruct- 
ed. On examining the fauces, Mr. M‘Na- 
mara discovered a tumour of the size of a 
large walnut, formed by the integuments of 
the epiglottis, which had become edema- 
tous, aod from its situation capable of com- 
pletely obstructing deglutition whenever the 
patient made an effort to swallow; it did 
not, however, obstruct respiration, ings- 
much as it stood erect in the fauces, and 
could not be laid down upon the rima glot- 
tidis ; it however followed the motion of the 
tongue, and thus became an impediment to 
deglutition when that organ was moved 
backwards, occupying the pharynx, render- 
ing it impossible fur food to pass downwards. 
Considéring that the integuments of the 
other parts of the laryox were in the same 
state, and the man must be suffocated if 
some efiort were not made to admit air to 
the lungs, Mr. M‘Namara determined upon 
performing the operation of tracheotomy im- 
mediately. The patient having been pro- 
perly placed, and the usual incision made 
in the integuments, the trachea was now 
laid bare at a depth of fully two inches and 
a half below the surface; to such an extent 
had the edema proceeded; the tube was 
easily perforated, but on endeavouring to 
turn the knife in order to enlarge the wound 
by dividing the cartilages, he found it im- 
possible, without risking the breaking of 
the instrument, as they were ossilied; he 
therefore enlarged the wound with a pair of 
scissors, the rings of the trachea giving au- 











— +: _ —— . ox n - ~ mc * - 
: aR RATE i abi ee, oe 


RETIREMENT OF 


mran was put to bed expressing how com- 
pletely he. felt bimself relieved. He was 
ordered four greins of calomel every second 
hour, and to inhale the steam of warm water 
during themight. 

17. The patient breathed partly through 
the wouwndend by the larynx; the croupy 
sound of respiration lessened, and degluti- 
tion gradually improved; swelling of the 
epiglowis much less; pulse 112%; respira- 
tion 24; skin moist; bowels moved; no 
thirst; tongue clean, and no appearance of 





| 


MR. CARMICHAEL 
met with the lashing it deserved in in- 
dependent publication, and Dr. Jeacces 
also, in his quarterly journal, designated 
this code of laws, a re owe to the nine- 
teenth century. I me in my reply 
alluded to, that knowing well the material 
of which the present reigning faction of the 
College is composed, atid the lamentable 
indifference of others, | was not very san+ 
— as to Mr. Carmichael’s success; and 
promised to let you know the result, which 
I new proceed briefly to do, merely stating 
facts without either note or comment, upon 


matters which speak for themselves. 
The committee deputed by the College 





alism, though half a drachm of calomel 

been taken during the night. Repeat 
the calomel, A silver tube was placed in 
the wound. , 


18. The respiration was natural; the 
tongue clean ; pulse 90; bowels moved three | 


times ; the epiglottis has subsided to its 
natural size ; integumeuts of the neck also 


much less; liad some sleep during the! 
night; the calomel wes now discontinued, | 


and he was ordered a draught, consisting of 


an ounce of the infusion of roses, a drechm | 
of Epsom salts, and the seme of tincture of | 


jalap. ; 
It is unnecessary to report further on this 


on the motion of Mr. Carmichael, to recon- 


jsider the by-laws in question, consisted, 


with the exception of that gentleman, of the 
same individuals who origitally framed them, 
an arrangement which was not of a very 
promising ce. 

The committee frequently met, but pro- 
ceeded at the paee of a snail, for the first 
question to be decided included the very 
pith and marrow of their bosinesé; viz., 
whether or not tlie precisely same system 
of education and the sanie expenses should 
be imposed upon both appreritices and non- 
apprentices, This was at length determined 
in committee in the negative, votwithstand- 


ease, inasmuch as he is rapidly improving, |ing the unanswerable arguments of Mr. 
complaiaing of no inconvenience but what Carmichael and Mr.Harrison. The former, 


results from the soreness of bis mouth. The 
tabe he occasionally introdeces himself, 
and there is every reason to think that he 
will be able shortly to relinquish it alto- 
gether ; nor need I impress upon you, Mr. 
bditor, the tee of an early operation 
in cases of edema of the larynx. 
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DISGRACEFUL BY-LAWS.—PATRIOTIC RESIG- 
NATION OF MR. CARMICHAEL. 


——— 


To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Str,—In my reply to the unfounded attack 
Mr. Carmichael, on account of his wise 
and laudable exertions to improve the sys- 
tem of government in the Irish College of 
Surgeons, inserted in your 355th number, | 
stated in proof of that gentleman’s liberality 
that he was engaged at the time | wrote, in 
an attempt to ennul the disgraceful system 
of by-laws, enacted by a faction in the name 
of the College, respecting the qualifications 
of candidates for examination, which were 
80 constracted a to force every pupil to 
become an apprentice for reasons too obvi- 
ous to reqoire explonation. This barefaced 
attempt to tura the liberal provisions of « 
charter into a source of private emolument, 





as a last effort, then applied to the College 
to have the committee enlarged. At a meet- 
ing of the College convened for the purpose 
of ~~ his request into consideration, it 
was refused on pretence of irregulatity, 
which induced Mr. Carmichael to resigt his 
seat as a member of the conmittee, og 
that he consideréd the business of it to be al- 
ready at an end, and that any further attempt 
on his part to répeal the obnoxious by-laws 
must be unavailing, since the meeting did 
not deem it right to augment the committee, 

On the 22nd of July the committee made 
its report after sitting several months, and 
it may be said, virtually confirmed the by- 
laws as they previously existed ; for altera- 
tions such as, that in place of the word 
** hospital,” ** some hospital or county infir- 
mary ’’ be inserted, and other fiddle faddle 
of the same description, could only be pro- 
pounded to blink the question. 

This report having been received and 
agreed to by the College, it met again on 
the 16th of September to confirm or reject 
the proposed alterations, when, on the 
question being put, Mr. Harrison, whose 
liberal and strenudus éXertions to abrogate 
these abominable laws cammot be tdéo highly 
extolled, moved as an amendment, ‘‘ That 
the apprentice shall lay before the court a 
letter or certificate from his master, stating 
that he has attended the surgical practice of 
a hospital or county infirmary ; that he has 
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also attended lectures on anatomy and sur- 
', practice of physic, chemistry, materia 


laid down by the 
merely consists in a conformity to the sys- 


3” the other 


midwifery, and medical jurispru-| tem of education, but without an appren- 


dence, and that he has also attended demon- 
strations and dissections, and pursued his 


al education conformably to his, 


master’s directions.” 


|ticeship. Now the College has, in my ap- 


prehension, unfairly taken advantage of this 
unfortunate word ‘ hereafter,” and instead 
of laying down one system of education for 


This, however, was negatived, as well as both classes of pupils, has enacted a distinct 


the following addition of Mr, Carmichael, 
That the court of censors be requested to 


system for each, and-this is done in such a 
manner as must convince any disinterested 


issue annually to the members and licen-| person who peruses the by-laws relating to 


tiates a circular letter, notifying that the | 


this subject, that the object of the College 


court will expect that all apprenticed pupils | is to discourage all pupils from entering into 


shall conform to the routine of education 


Jaid down for non-apprentices, but that, as | 


a regular apprenticed pupil has the advan- 
tage of the master’s instructions, the same 
number of certificates may not be required 
as for non-apprentices.” This amendment 
was negatived by 16 10 12. Even this mo- 
derate improvement, which may be consi- 
dered in the light of an apology for the ap- 
a partiality of the by-laws, the meeting 

not the good sense to adopt, and it 
finally received and confirmed the report of 
the committee, and thus ratified the conti- 
nuanee of the obnoxious by-laws, without 
any beneficial alteration. shall conclude 
this statement of facts, by annexing a copy 
of a letter from Mr. Carmichael to the Pre- 
sident of the College, resigning his seat in 
the court of assistants, which was read at 


the lust quarterly meeting held on the ist 
of this month. 


** Rutland Square, Nov. ist, 1850. 

** Sir,—I deeply regret that the by-laws 

ting the qualifications of candidates 
for letters testimonial, have been confirmed 
by the College at its last meeting, although 
during a protracted discussion of several 
days, sufficient facts and reasonings were 
adduced to convince any unprejudiced mind 
of their partiality, injustice, and direct vio- 
lation of the spirit of. our charter. I there- 
fore, Sir, feel myself under the necessity of 
resigning my seat as a member of the Court 
of Assistants ; for, to hold office after the 
failure of every possible exertion to repeal 
those obnoxious by-laws, would be justly 
considered a tacit approval of their continu- 
ance, and of the councils by which the Col- 
lege has been for some time directed, and 
which, to say the least, 1 cannot consider 
but as short-sighted, imprudent, and direct- 
ly opposed to the honour and dignity of the 
College, which every member on admission 
pledges himself publicly and solemnly to 
uphold to the best of his abilities. 

“ Our new charter bas opened two distinct 
roads by which a license to practise sur- 
gery in Ireland can be obtained ; the one 
by apprenticeship and conformity to a cer- 


tain system of éducation, which, in the) 


words of the charter, is to be “ hereafter 





the , rofession by any other route than 
that of an apprenticeship. 1t therefore fol- 
lows that the non-indented candidate will 
enter on the ordeal of an examination, with 
an impression that he is about to stake his 
reputation end future prospects in life before 
a prejudiced tribunal, aguinst whose pre- 
possessions he can have no other depend- 
ence save the publicity of his examination, 
which wise precaution, however needful, 
will not remove from his mind a conviction, 
that he goes to trial before judges impressed 
with a belief that they will serve themselves 
by his rejection. 

“ It was for the purpose of removing alto« 
gether these objections, that I moved for 4 
committee to reconsider the by-laws in 
question, for I shall venture to assert that 
there is not a member of the College who 
has more at heart its true interests than 
myself, and it is with regret that I feel my- 
self compelled to resign all connexion by 
office with a body to which I must naturally 
be attached, were it only by habit, heing a 
licentiate or member for upwards of thirty 
years, during twenty-six of which I suc- 
cessively held office either as a member of 
the court of examiners, or court of appeal, 
or as vice-president, or president of the 
College. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your most obedient and very bumble servant, 
Ricuarp Carmicuart,” 


The close and pungent reasoning of this 
letter, and its so unceremoniously holding 
up in their neked the dishonesty and 

Ifishness of the fi , to the scorn of the 
College and the public, drew down a torrent 
of the coarsest and most outrageous abuse 
from Dr. Jacob, who was absolutely frantic. 
He did not make the slightest attempt to 
disprove a single argument in the letter, 
but recommended, ist, that a vote of cen- 
sure should be passed on it, and, 2dly, that 
it should be returned to Mr. Carmichael, 
concluding with a prediction (under the 
irresistible influence of which I write), that 
it would be published in Tae Lancer in ten 
days—a foolish prediction, serving only to 
reveal that the jade is galled, and where. 
Why does Ds. Jacob winee at thought of 
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the publicity of Mr. Carmichael’s letter? 
He ean reply to confute its calumnies pub- 
licly, and 1 (encouraged by his success in 
prophecy ) ict he will not. A spirited 
and admirable defence of Mr. Carmichael's 
letter by Mr. Harrison, in which he pledges 
himself to bring the subject of it again and 
again under discussion, had the effect of 
completely foiling Dr. Jacob's attempt to 
induce the College to censure or insult Mr, 


Carmichael, for having put on paper upinions | 


and reasonings which he had repeatedly 


and as strongly enforced in person at the 


meetings of the College. 

One ag geen and I have Zone. 
The College has notoriously lost character 
by the disgraceful squabbling which has 
taken place lately at its meetings, on the 
part of men utterly regardless of, and ready 
at all times to sacrifice, its honour to the 
defence of their own perquisites. I predict 








five of them men and three women. The 
cases among the women were, one of phthi- 
sis, one of epilepsy, aud one of rheumatism. 
Amongst the men were, one case of paralysis 
of the wrists from lead, one of acute inflam- 
matory dropsy, one of colic from lead, one 
of chronic diarrhea, and one of inflammation 
of the glands at the angle of the jaw. 

Since I last saw you, four patients have 
been presented, three women one map ; 
among the former was a case of chronic 
bronchitis, one of rheumatism, and one of 
continued fever; the man’s was chronic 
rheumatism, 

The case of chronic bronchitis occurred 
in a girl, and had existed two years, baving 
arisen from measles. You are aware that 
measles often leave chronic inflammation of 
the mucous membrane of the bronchie, and 
very frequently give origin totubercles in the 
lungs: in this instance the former affection 













that it will not recover what it hus lost, by| was produced. By moderate diet—nutri- 
suffering to pass without censure Dr. Ja-/ tious but not stimulating—an emetic of ipe- 
cob’s frothy and vapid abuse of Mr. Carmi-| cacuanha every other morning, and a small 
chael, a member, who has so largely con- | dose of ipecacuanha and opium every even- 
tributed to maintain and raise the respect- ing, she soon got so much better that I was 
ability of the Irish College, by writings, | able to present her. The case of fever was 
which are better known in Berlin and New |slight, and yielded to the usual remedies, 
York than Dr. Jacob’s are in Ely Place.| fhe rheumatism of the man was cured by 
Dr. Jacob expressed himself distressed that | mercury, and the application of a cold lotion 
Mr. Carmichael did not present himself in|to the parts affected when too hot. The 
person to offer his resignation and his rea-| rheumatic pains were situated chiefly in the 
sons for it. Even here, however, Mr. Car- | knees and shins, and were so severe that he 
michael was right. He consulted his own} said he felt as if ‘‘ rate were gnawing and 
dignity in declining to enter the lists with | gimlets boring.” The affection was attend- 
person who could forget that he was amem- | ed with great heat, aud became worse when 
ber of an honourable profession, and was|the parts were covered with warm clothing, 


























ignorant of the use of such language as fows)}or placed near the fire. An evaporatng 


from generous principles and gentlemanly 
feelings—a forgetfulness and an ignorance 
abundantly evinced on the present occasion. 
I remain, Sir, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
A. B. 


_ Dublin, Nov. 6, 1830. 
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VARIOUS CASES. 
HOSPITAL REGULATION RESPECTING POST- 
MORTEM EXAMINATIONS, 
Dvatne the last week, Gentlemen, that 
is, since the commencement of the present 
month, eight patients have been admitted, 





spirit lotion was applied cold, whenever the 
parts felt to him of morbid heat, and he took 
three grains of calomel and fifteen grains of 
the compound ipecacuanha powder every 
night, till his mouth became sore, when the 
pains instaotly left him ; and he continued 
a fortnight afterwards in the hospital with- 
out any return. 

There has been one death. The patient 
was a woman, and the case one of apoplexy. 
There was, I am sorry to say, no inspection 
of the body. Itis much to be regretted that 
in this hospital we cannot inspect patients 
who die without having first obtained per- 
mission from the friends. Frequently a pa- 
tient dies here in whose case we have for 
months used the utmost efforts to cure or 
relieve, and make an accurate diagnosis, and 
then no opportunity is given of proving the 
correctness of the diagnosis. 1 am quite 
satisfied that if patients or their friends were 
informed that people would not be admitted 
into the hospita!, except in cases of accident 
or sudden illness, unless permission was 
previously yiven to inspect the body in the 
event of death, they would consent to it, 
and it would be done as a matter of course. 





FEIGNED CONVULSIVE DISEASE. 


Under the Sa in a large 
number , when permission is at 
first refused, it is given as soon as we offer 
money. But this is a bad habit, and I seldom 
ield to it. Again, in a large number of 
cases, the who refuse permission 
ate not the immediate relatives, but mere 
acquaintances ; and though the former would 
consent, the latter urge them to oppose the 
measure, for the mere purpose of looking 
friendly, or exerting influence and being 
busy. It frequently also happens that pa- 
tients are never visited while in the hospital 
by either relatives or acquaintances, so long 
as they are alive, but as soon as they die, 
ten or twenty persons come forward to pre- 
vent the body from being opened. I am 
quite sure that if it were made a rule to ad- 
mit none (except indeed urgent cases) but 
with the wpderstanding that they should be 
opened if they died, it would be cheerfully 
assented to. I am satisfied that the public 
feeling would change on the subject,—that 
the world might be brought to consider that 
we had not paid respect to the de- 
ceased unless we had ascertained by exami- 
nation after death, the precise nature and 
cause of the complaint, and communicated 
the true state of the inside to the friends. 
This is always done in the case of the highest 
rsonage of the kingdom ; and every soldier 
is opened, and whatever may be the part of 
the world in which he may have died, an 
account of the inspection is transmitted to 
the army medical board at Woolwich. Un- 
fortunately, many do not distinguish be- 
tween dissection and inspection—do not 
know that while dissection means cutting 
up piece by piece, inspection is merel 
mutleg a oh, looking in, and sewing the eat 
up again. Whenever I die I hope to be 
carefully inspected. 


FEIGNED CONVULSIVE DISEASR. 

One patient has been expelled who was 
admitted during the last month, and whom 
I dare say every gentleman saw. The case 
was that of a man who said he was 25 
years old, and that he had been il! five months 
only. His complaint, or his alleged com- 
plaint, was a violent agitation of the body 
whenever he attempted to stand. Whien 
on his feet, he stood upon bis toes and kept 
going up and down in a violent manner, till 

e seemed like a frantic person, and was 
obliged soon to sit down from the violence 
of the motion, and the moment he sat down 
again, his feet began to beat rapidly on the 
floor. I never saw a case of this kind before, 
and strongly suspected from the first, as 
every one must who saw him, that this state- 
ment was mere fudge, and that he was an 
impostor. Un making inquiry into the his- 
tory of the alleged complaint, he informed 
me that efter having got dead drunk one 
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night, he found himself the néxt morning 
unable to move from numbness and debility. 
That a month passed over and he was no 
better, but on any attempt to walk or to 
stand upon the lower extremities, either one 
or both, the whole person shook up and 
doww in the manner | have mentioned, and 
that when sitting still he had scarcely power 
to move his legs ; that he usually felt cold and 
benumbed, and frequently trembled; that 
his head ached, and he suffered from giddi- 
ness and dimness of sight, and uneasiness in 
the precordia ; that be often sighed deeply, 
and at one time was unable to retain his 
feces or urine. Much of this account might 
be true or not true, and could not be verified, 
but depended entirely on his own state- 
ment. All that I could learn from observa- 
tion was, that whenever he attempted to 
stand he raised himself upon his toes, his 
body went up and down till he was obliged 
to sit, and then his feet beat rapidly upon 
the ground for a few moments. But although 
I did witness these notions, I had no proof 
that they were involuntary. I never saw a 
case of this kind before, but the forms 
which convulsive diseases assume are so 
very various, that I did not think it right 
to say decidedly that the man was an im- 
postor. A complaint of the kind may be 
possible, although so rare as never to have 
been read of or seen by me. Of course I 
began to treat itas a real convulsive disease, 
intending to make my observations as [ pro- 
ceeded. I accordingly ordered him half an 
ounce of the subcarbonate of iron to be taken 
every six hours; the cold shower-bath to be 
used every day, and electricity to the loins 
and lower extremities every day also. He 
very soon, however, began to behave like an 
impostor. For first of all he complained that 
he was so very weak that he could not live 
without having some porter ; so | gratified 
him and allowed him a pintaday. Soon 
after he said that the shower-bath made 
him ill for the rest of the day, and he parti- 
cularly wished it to be discontinued. So 
this was omitted. He then complained that 
the electricity, which was given in shocks, 
for that is the best mode either of curing the 
disease or detecting imposition, caused him 
the most dreadful sufferings, and he wished 
it not to be used every day. So I directed 
that he should receive shocks one day and 


sparks the other. But still 1 could not please 


him. He next declared that he could not 
eat the meat of the hospital; that he did 
not like boiled meat; and in accordance 
with his wish, I ordered his meat to be fried. 
He then said that it was not good fried when 
it had been boiled first. I knew that the 
middle of the joints of meat are sufficiently 
underdone to bear frying or broiling, and had 
therefore ordered these parts to be broiled 
forhim. He begged instead to have mutton 
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Yet this 
after, he ined 
Sppetite, so | gave him the 
infusion of gentian to create him 
an eppesien for his mutton chops, but even 

could not content him. He wanted 
to go out for two days, haying been in the 
hospital a fortnight, and I suppose that most 
een. pecemmerinun dings, 

rinking porter, an ng no exercise, a 
remaining in the house for a month, would 
be desirous of going out aud taking the in- 
dulgences of people. So this I allow- 
ed him also, 008 Bp alinged © vex plausible 
reason for the request ; he said asiban 

i msion, and that it was ne- 
cessary he show himself once in three 
months to receive it; that he should lose it 
if any three months expired without his 
doing so. But as the money was to be re- 
ceived in the city I thought that half a day 
was quite b, and so I told him, but he 
replied that as he could not walk, be should 
be obliged to go to a friend to borrow half 
@ guinea for a coach, and after that should 
be obliged to go to another friend of his, a 
cook who resided at Limehouse, who would 
have to swear that he was the individual to 
whom the pension was due. So I allowed 
him two days for his errand. But even all 
this did not content him; he was dissatis- 
fied with the people in the ward, and with 
the sister, who, he said, looked too sharp after 
him ; and he also accused a nurse of having 
stolen eighteen pence from him, and he be- 
haved altogether so ill, that the steward 
very properly expelled him, The eighteen 
pence was afterwards found under his bed. 

Now, of shew were strong presumptive 
arguments of imposition ; for if the man had 
really been suffering under acomplaint which 
incapacitated him from moving from one 
part of the room to another without the help 
of others, he certainly would have submitted 
to the inconvenience of the shower-bath, to 
electricity every day, and would have been 
contented with the hospital diet, and not 
have asked first for porter and then for mut- 
ton chops, with the clean, healthy, moist 
tongue which he always had ; all this looked 
very suspicious. | since un 
that he had been in another hospital, where 
he had given a different account of the dura- 
tion and origin of his disease, and had been 
turned out on account of his discontented, 

behaviour, After leaving us, 
I bear he went to another the very same 
day, where he now is. What is singular, 
and adds to my suspicion, is, that under the 
use of the electricity, the carbonate of iron, 
and the good living, he mended, so that 
from having at first been thrown into a vio- 


leat agitation on standing, he could at last, 
with a li i 














FEIGNED CONVULSIVE DISEASE. 


ward, going gently up and down 
as Lowelbed, "Bos notwithstanding this im- 
provement, witnessed by me more and more 
up to last Tuesday, 1 am informed that at the 
other hospital he presented himself for ad- 
mission on the Wednesday, with the same 
degree of agitation up and down, which he 
exhibited when he applied for admission 
bere. Now of course as he had been pro- 
gressively mendiag from his edmission on 
the 20th of October up to last Tuesday, the 
2nd of November, it is not probable that 
twenty-four hours brought bim back again 
into his old state; but if he was an impostor 
he obviously would at once again exhibit the 
complaint in its original severity, and make 
himself appear as bad as possible, that he 
might secure his admission, That he pre- 
tended to improve was, no doubt, that he 
might be more aud more spared the electrio 
shocks, and he invariably grumbled, and tor- 
mented the gentleman who electrified him, 
the whole time of its inistrati Be- 
sides, when he first came in, I endeavoured 
to ascertain whether the agitation was real 
or not, aud I knew that if the mosions were 
voluntary be could not long continue them. 
Therefore I bad him supported between two 
men, gud made to stand, He, of course, 
moved up and down with the vio- 
lence, but wea soon fatigued and leave 
to sit down. I ordered the men still to 
support him that the motion might coatinue, 
He went on more and more violently. He 
looked like one tormented by fiends, and his 
eyes started. He was breathless, <a 
ously implored me to let him sitdown. Now 
if the motions were voluntary, it plainly 
would have been ingeete for him to con- 
tinue them long, and be would make auch a 
fuss as this in the hope of being allowed to 
rest. If they were involuntary, the coa- 
tinued standing might aggravate them to 
this degree. I adopted the former conclusior, 
because the beating of the feet on the ground 
after he had sat down alwaysceased ia a few 
moments of itself, though his feet still re- 
mained on the floor. The motion up and 
dowa therefore, if involuntary, pro- 
bably have ceased spon y after a little 
while, though be had still continued stand- 
ing. It was also. very icious that he 
should select a motion which might be ex- 
cited by volition—for any one who chooses 
could do exactly as he did—and very sus- 
picious that he should select a motion not to 
continue constantly, or long, but only in a 
certain position; so that he need not be 
much troubled with it. The posture too, 
in which the convulsions came on when 
standing, was one constantly nece: toa 
seafaring man, and he was libera from 
them the moment he sat down, when for a 
few moments a different motion, per 


(tle assistance, walk up and down | by another set of muscles all fresh for action, 
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ly electrified the day he came in ; 
I by, and shock after shock went 
lh the spime. He was then raised 
from the chain, and he both stood and walked 
far better than at first, which was very likely 
to have arisen from his desire to have no 
more electricity thet morning, -I tried him 
in another way also, on a subsequentday. I 
asked a gentleman who was near the bed to 
place the soles of the man’s feet against,his 
(the gentleman’s) thighs, and stand firm ; I 
thev told the man to press his feet against 
the thighs. He did so, and no convulsive 
motions followed. Now I should have 
thought that this pressure and exertion 
ought to have produced the same effect in a 
lower degree upon the limbs as when the 
man stood. Yet it did not. Observe that 
I do not even now positively pronounce the 
man to be an impostor, but my suspicions 
are tenfold what they were when he was 
admitted, and I have a riglit to give a medi- 
cal opinion on the cage : that opinion is, that 
in all probability the whole is a mere fudge. 
It is also to be remembered that the man 
has been at sea, and that sailors and soldiers 
excel all others in trieks of this kind,—they 
practise them continually, and have brought 
them to great ection. On inquiring 
among my fri I have certainly heard of 
one case a little like it, where the muscles 
of the ribs were thrown into violent agita- 
tion, and after atime disease of the spine 
presented itself, corresponding with the mus- 
cles affected ; therefore the occurrence of 
stich a case is, perhaps, possible. But when 
all the circumstances now detailed are con- 
sidered, and when we reflect that he was 
continually laughing and merry after he had 
secured inte er and mutton chops, and 
escaped the altogether, and the electric 
shocks every other day, I think there can 
be little doubt upon the subject. 
[From an extraordivary press of matter, 
we are compelled to postpone the remainder 
of this Lecture, until next week.) 





Tue superior maxillary bone, affected 
with osteo-sarcoma, was extirpated at the 
London Hospital on Wednesday last by Mr. 
Scorr, one of the assistant surgeons. The 
Operation, we learn, was performed with 
much coolness and precision. We may find 
room for the report in our next. 





THE LANCET. 
London, Saturday, Nov. 20, 1830. 


— 

Ma. Davies Gitserr has resigned the 
chair of the Royal Society, and the pro-« 
posed election of another president has 
thrown the Fellows into a state of very dis- 
tressing commotion. All sorts of calumnies 
are freely circulated, and vituperative dis, 
cussion is the order of the dey, These strong 
evidences of violence and wrangling in the 
supposed field of science, have terribly 
alarmed the senile of both sexes, for it is 
conjectured that the people generally must 
be upon the point of breaking all the bonds 
of authority, all the ties of social order, 
from the circumstance of there being so 
much resistance offered to royalty by the 
calm and profound philosophers who consti- 
tute the Royal Society, There is no just 
cause for apprehension; there will be no 
improper resistance offered to royalty. The 
fellows have long since ceased to be philo- 
sophers, and science will not be degraded 
or retarded in its progress by any presi- 
dent whom such a community of Fellows 
mey think proper to select, The Sovciety 
has not left sufficient of character to confer 
honour upon any one, and it has sunk so low 
in the estimation of all well-informed men, 
that it has ceased to be mischievous. The 
body corporate must be purged of a very 
large proportion of the gross and incongru- 
ous materials by which its constitution is op- 
pressed, before it will regain any portion of 
that elastic vigour which, even in its in« 
fancy, forced the reputation of the Society 
into every civilized quarter of the globe. 
The Royal Society has evidently long been 
the arena for jobbing and favouritism, as 
many who have been elected “ fellows,” 
have not the literary qualifications of six- 
form boys. It may be useful probably, on 
a future occasion, to analyse the preten- 
sions of a few of them in the pages of this 
Journal. 


T2 
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Tre gentlemen who advocated the re- 
building of Westminster Hospital at Charing 
Cross have yielded to the voice of the go- 
vernors so strongly expressed against the 
measure at the late meeting. Although a 
ballot was demanded, the ‘‘ removal” party 
had the good sense not to attend, and to 
ninety-six votes for rebuilding the hospital 
upon its own freehold, there was only one 
for erecting it at Charing Cross. We rejoice 
that an affair which at one time had pro- 
duced no very friendly feeling amongst a 
number of gentlemen who were all equally 
anxious for the welfare and continued utility 
of the institution, should have terminated so 
amicably. The withdrawal of the ‘‘ removal” 
party from further opposition, tends satis- 
factorily to show that their conduct has not 
been influenced by sinister motives. 

A highly respectable and intelligent cor- 
respondent, who has strenuously advocated 
the Charing Cross side of the question, judi- 
ciously asks, 


«* As the matter is decided guoad Charing 
Cross, what is now to be done? I for one 
protest against further agitation of the re- 
moval. There is no site other than our 
own freehold, to which the only substantial 
objection that existed to the site of Charing 
Cross does not apply. A new site, where- 
ever obtained, must be paid for; besides, 
We are not in favour with the Woods and 
Forests; and with what reception is another 
mendicant deputation for a site near the 
Abbey, or attached to St. James’s Park, 
likely to meet? Is there now more unicn 
and energy to be expected on our part— 
more than former liberality to give—or 
even more expedition to answer on the part 
of the Treasury, or of the amiable Board of 
Commissioners of Woods and Forests and 
Land Revenues? Time presses. Y our power- 
ful pen, Mr, Editor, greatly contributed to 
our late unfortunate and most unwise deter- 
mination. I call on you, then, te do what 
you can towards repressing the spirit of 
‘ agitation ;’ fostering that of unanimity, 
and infusiog into our councils that business- 
like activity and disinterested zeal of which 
we shall hereafter stand so much in need, 
and without which it would be idle indeed 
to hope for prosperity under so many dis- 
advantages. But, above all, | call on those 
governors, in conformity with whose wishes 





the removal has been abandoned, to 
exert themse At their hands (for 
whose pleasure the interests of the 

have, as I conceive, been com ised) the 
charity may reasonably look indemnifi- 
cation ; theirs will be the reproach, if, as 
has been predicted, the charity should con- 
tinue to languish. Let them then make 
evident their philanth extraordinar 
exertion, dl nate en ean that, a 
the part of the removal party, they will fiad no 
lack of zealous co-operatives.—C. M. R, 8.” 


A report of the most prominent of the 
facts elicited in the evidence given at the 
inquest held upon the body of Mrs. Lioyp, 
will be found at page 265. It is impossible 
to feel pity for the sufferings of any silly 
creatures who may have placed themselves 
under Mr. Lona, after the signal exposure 
of his brutality and ignorance at the inquest 
on Miss Casurxn. They deserve none; at 
least they are not beings for whom intelli- 
gent people will feel the slightest compas- 
sion, They are not unworthy of their fate ; 
but for the reckless, brutal scoundrel, who 
has thus made a traffic in human life, in 
human blood, there is no language suffi- 
ciently strong to exhibit even the slightest 
traces of his villany. If possible, the case 
of Mrs. Lioyp is worse than that of Miss 
Casutn ; but, strange to say, killing, even 
if avowedly executed with a view to 
plunder, is not murder in the eye of the 
law. Therefore, although Lone has been 
proved to have killed a second time, yet he 
bas not committed murder, and, therefore, 
having killed Miss Casutn and Mrs, Lioyp, 
he has only, so far, been found guilty of 
manslaughter, Hence the reton stands in 
no dread of the halter; but should he again 
be found guilty of manslaughter at the Old 
Bailey, that Judge, even if it be Lono Park 
himself, who may pass upon the wretch a 
sentence short of transportation for life, 
would assuredly deserve to be ‘‘ rubbed out” 
of existence by the atrocious quack’s mur- 
derous liniment. A fine of two hundred and 
fifty pounds! This sentence would almost 
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jestify the impeachment of the judge. 
Where are now the quack’s titled friends ? 
Besotted boobies ! 


Caticpia, when placed in comparison 
with the framers of the acts and charters, 
which are to be found in the statute-books 
relating to the medical profession, was a 

iful and iderate law-giver. It were 
better to live in the most blind ignorance of 
the penalties to which we are hourly sub- 
jected, than to be compelled, for our pro- 
tection, to eater upon a comprehensive study 
of the existing numberless medical laws. 
In the work of Mr. Wiixcocx alone, there 
is ample evidence to convince the most pre- 
judiced supporter of ancient institutions 
that neither the popularity, the respecta- 
bility, nor the utility, of our profession, can 
advance one step from its present position, 
if there be not a thorough, a radical reform, 
in the system of its government. Each 
branch of the profession has sought for mo- 
nopoly, and each, in too many instances, 
has been successful in obtaining it. The 
interests of the public, and the cultivation 
of the science of medicine, have not formed 
items in the petitions for corrupt corporate 
charters and fraudulent acts of Parliament. 
Each corporation, keeping a steady eye upon 
its own individual aggrandisement, has ge- 
nerally succeeded in obtaining an instru- 
ment, the movements of which have been 
invariably wielded to the injury of their con- 
temporaries. Hence the innumerable con- 
tradictions to be found in the various medi- 
cal statutes ; so innumerable, that the study 
of medical law is a species of torture from 
which the mind would be gladly excused, 
were it not still more painful, still more 
perplexing, to continue under the degrading 
tyranny of unprincipled bands of avaricious 
and relentless monopolists. Mr. Witicock 
has laboured hard to bring within a small 
compass the whole of “ the laws relating 
to the medical profession.’’ In this endea- 








vour he has been tolerably successful, but 
the opinions which Mr. Witicocx has 
founded upon the various documents which 
he has collected, indicate, pretty clearly, 
the incongruous and dissimilar nature of the 
materials which he has brought together. 
They were too much for his powers of di- 
gestion, and many other barristers have 
proved equally dyspeptic under far less 
embarrassing circumstances. In his second 
chapter, on the ‘‘ present orders of the me- 
dical profession,” Mr. Wiiicocx infornis 
us, that,— 

«« The law recognises only three orders of 
the medical profession—physicians, sur- 
geons, and apothecaries. Chemists and 
druggists also are noticed as persons who 
may make and vend medicines; and it 
may be difficult to show that they may not 
compound them according to the prescrip- 
tions ofa physician, or the orders of an apo- 
thecary; but they cannot, in any case, pre- 
scribe physic of theirownauthority.” ‘‘ The 
first class of medical practitioners in rank 
and legal pre-eminence is that of the phy- 
sicians. They are, by statute, Henry VIII., 
allowed to practise physic in all its branches, 
among which surgery is enumerated. The 
law, therefore, permits them both to pre- 
scribe and compound their medicines, and as 
well to perform as to superintend opera- 
tions in surgery. These privileges are also 
reserved to them by the statutes and charters 
relating to the surgeons and the apothe- 
caries,” 

When a barrister of eminence writes thus, 
few persons, we should imagine, will have 
the temerity to contend that medical law 
does not stand in need of revision. The 
errors in the passages here quoted, are not 
less numerous than the sentences themselves, 
Mr. Wiccock thinks “‘ it may be difficult 
to show that chemists and druggists may 
not compound the prescriptions of a physi- 
cien,” and, in good sooth, we should think 
so too, considering that in the twenty- 
eighth clause of the 55th Geo. IIL., it is ex 
pressly laid down that,— 

* All persons using or exercising the trade 
of chemist or druggist, shall use, or carry on 
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the said trade or business in such manner, 
and as fully and amply, to all intents and 
purposes, as the said trade or business 
was used, exercised, or carried on, by che- 
mists and druggists before the passing of 
this act, and that nothing in this act con- 
tained shall extend, or be construed to ex- 
tend, to prejudice, or in any way to affect, 
the trade or business of a chemist and drug- 
gist, in the buying, preparing, compounding , 
dispensing, and vending drugs, wala, 
&e. &c. 

Here it is clearly enough stipulated that 
the Apothecaries’ Act of 1815 was not in 
any way to affect the trade of chemists and 
druggists. Their privileges were to be left 
altogether untouched ; and as compounding 
the prescriptions of physicians and surgeons 
had, for a long series of years, formed a very 
important portion of their business, it would 
be “ difficult,” indeed, to show that they 
may not now compound the prescriptions 
of physicians, “ But,” says Mr.Wriccock, 


in the concluding portion of the passage 


already quoted, ‘‘ they cannot, ia any case, 
prescribe physic of their own authority.” — 
Why not? This is another very obvious 
error, as is clearly shown by the clause 
which we have just quoted from the Apo- 
thecaries’ Act. Chemists not only dispensed 
the prescriptions of physicians and surgeons 
before the year 1815, but they prescribed 
in their shops previous to that year; and, 
in numberless instances, they visited pa- 
tients. Thus, in fact, having invaded 
the territories of the apothecaries in pre- 
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on the behalf of persons with whom there 
had been long existing a co-partnership in 
the per-centage trade. 1t would have been 
an unjust restriction, probablyy to de- 
prive the chemist of the right of com- 
pounding the medicines directed by le- 
galised prescribers ; but it certainly is im- 
politic, unjust, and dangerous, to permit 
men, who have not enjoyed the benefits of 
a medical education, to exercise the pre- 
rogatives which, in all other instances, are 
alone awarded to the qualified practitioner, 
Mr. Wrutcock next states that the law 
permits physicians to prescribe and com- 
pound their medicines. This is another 
very palpable error; for, strange as it may 
appear, the provisions of the Apothecaries’ 
Act unequivocally subject any physician to 
the specified penalties for dispensing either 
his own prescriptions or the prescriptions 
of any other physician, if he be not a licen- 
tiate of the Apothecaries’ Company. In a 
word, neither a fellow of the London Col- 
lege of Physicians nor a graduate of the 
University of Edinburgh can follow the 
business of an apothecary, avowedly as an 
apothecary, in this town, without rendering 
himself amenable to the penalties of the 
Apothecaries’ Act, which distinctly declares, 
thet it is the duty of the apothecary to 
dispense, with exactness, the prescriptions 
of legally-authorised physicians. This is 
particularly mentioned as the trade, or pro- 





cisely the same manner as apothecaries had 
previously obtruded on the provinces of the 
physiciens. Therefore it is quite clear that 
all the privileges and immunities of the 
chemists and druggists remain unabridged 
by the Apothecaries’ Act of 1815. Chemists 
can compound, preseribe, and follow every 
avocation connected with their trade, which 
they pursued before the 55th of Geo. ITI. 
received the sanction of the legislature. 
For these advantages they are indebted to 
the Fellows of the College of Physicians’ 





fession, of the apothecary; and that, in 
order that a man should carry on this trade 
legally, he is required to serve an apprentice- 
ship of five years to an apothecary, and, 
subsequently, te obtain a certificate of quali- 
fication from the corporation specified in 
the Act. Consequently, there is the gross 
absurdity of conceding to physicians and 
surgeous the privilege of prescribing for the 
cure, or relief, of the most important and 
complicated of diseases, and, at the same 
time, subjecting each to a penalty of twenty 
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pounds, for mixing and administering the 
most simple pill or draaght. Mr. Witicock 
says, that these privileges (which they 
do not possess), were reserved to them by 
the statutes and charters relating to the sur- 
geons and apothecaries, No statement can 
be more erroneous ; for many privileges of 
surgeons were taken from the physicians 
by the last charter of Geo. III. The deci- 
sion of the House of Lords, on the appeal 
case of Rose and Seance, conferred upon 
apothecaries the privilege of prescribing, as 
well as of compounding ; and the Apotheca- 
ries’ Act of 1815, not only confirmed that 
privilege, but excluded the physician from 
any such advantage. The act and the de- 
cisions of the judges agree in withholding 
from physicians and surgeons the right of 
exercising the trade or profession of the 
apothecary,—whether wisely or not, will 
be seen hereafter. ; 


Such is the confusion that prevails on 
this subject, that the errors we have noticed 


are all to be found in one page, and are em- 
braced within a few lines of the work of 
Mr. Wi1tcock, a barrister who has zealously 
Iaboured to furnish the ‘profession with a 
perspicuous view of the tendencies and pe- 
culiarities of medico-legal enactments. 


Beracem Hosrirat.— Minutes of Evidence 
taken by the Committee appointed to in- 
quire into the Charges preferred against 
Dr. Waicut, the Apothecary and Super- 
intendent, and his Answer. Ordered by 
a Court of Governors, held Sept. 28, 
1830,—London. 1830. 

We have this moment risen from the 

perusal of this ‘‘ evidence,” and the proofs 

of black malignity and foul conspiracy 
against Dr, Wright are so manifest in every 
page, that we are almost choked with in- 
dignation. Merciful powers! Is a man of 
character, talent, and spotless integrity, the 
father of a numerous family, the husband of 
an amiable and affectionate wife, to have his 
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character blasted in a moment by the tes- 
timony of a pack of discarded servants? 
Testimony, too, that has received the most 
unequivocal contradiction from numerous 
gentlemen of high and unsullied character ? 
From the tone of the questions propounded 
by the committee, it may fairly be inferred, 
that it was not a committee that met to in- 
quire, but a committee that assembled with 
a fixed determination to condemn ; for their 
interrogatories, almost without exception, 
are leading questions, all aiming at the 
same object,—to elicit proof of the guilt 
of the accused, Fairness and impartiality 
there are none, Can the noble and ho- 
nourable governors of an institution, the 
existence of which reflects such honour on 
the judgment and humanity of the country, 
sanction proceedings so infamous, or con- 
spiracy so diabolical? We implore them 
to examiue the evidence with the most de- 
liberate attention; and after having done 
so, we feel assured that, on the day of elec- 
tion, they wil! rush forward and show their 
anxiety to assuage the pangs of wounded 
honour, by reinstating Dr. Wright in the 
office from which be has been so flagrantly 
removed. 





WESTMINSTER MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


November 6, 1850. 


Dr, Stewart in the Chair, 


ELONGATION OF THE UVULA. 


Arter Dr. Stewart had returned thanks 
for his late election as one of the presidents 
of the Society, Mr. Douchez read a short 
but interesting paper on the chronic elon- 
gations of the uvula, which are occasionally 
known to follow syphilis, protracted fevers, 
and the use of mercury, and also to proceed 
from over exertion of the vocal organs in 
professional singers. By this elongation, 
the author observed that very great irrita- 
tion, cough, and suffering, were produced. 
He cursorily alluded to the ordinary reme- 




























































dies used in such cases, and recommended 
the total excision of the uvula as the most 
efficacious mode of relief. He had operat: d 
in three cases with the utmost success, and 
he particularised the instance of a mau- 
servant, in whom, after the usual remedies 
had been ineffectually tried, he laid hold of 
the uvula with Assalini’s forceps, and effect. 
ed its removal with little more than a mo- 
mentary irritation. Similar cases, he con- 
tinued, were detailed in Tue Lancer about 
two years since, and in the Medico-Chirur- 
gical Review. He also alluded to some 
cases related by Baron Larrey; but from 
this distinguished author he differed slight- 
ly, as he (Mr. Douchez) recommended the 
total extirpation of the part, while Baron 
Larrey only 





superfluous portion, He was not aware of| use of the lunar caustic. 


any serious ill consequence which the ope- 
ration thus conducted could induce. 


ELONGATION OF THE UVULA., 








elongstion, and-in these cases it was en- 
tirely successful. He did not think it ne- 
cessary to remove the whole of the part ; 
the uvula might be of some use, and he 
should prefer the mere excision of the 
elongated portion. In the inflamed con- 
dition of the parts, he bad known the use 
of a strong solution of the acetate of lead to 
be exceedingly beneficial. 

‘To a question from the chairmen whether 
the flow of blood was considerable after the 
operation in his cases, Mr. Douchez replied 
that it did not exceed two or three drachms. 
Mr. Bacot thought the hemorrhage too tri- 
fling to interfere with the tion in the 
slightest degree. Mr. Chinnock said, he 
knew of one case in which the h e 


advised the removal of the | was copious, but was gg re by the 


e thought with 


Baron Larrey and Mr. Bacot, that elon- 


In one | gated part alone, and not the entire uvula, 


case, however, he was informed by a friend, | should be removed. Mr, Douchez rejoined, 


that the articulation of certain consonants | 


was rendered imperfect. 

Dr. Granvitte complimented the author 
on the practical value of his brief communi- 
cation; he alluded further to the very dis- 
tressing nature of the affection, and thought 
that the proposed operation might often be 
very advantageously and safely performed, 
so safely indeed, that no physician, surgeon, 
or general practitioner, need hesitate about 
carrying it into execution. As to the ordi- 
nary remedies, he had known the several 
vegetable astringents tried over and over 
again without success ; the Cayenne pepper 
was of use in some cases, but the remedy 
on which he most relied, was the application 
of lunar caustic in solution, the strength of 
which should be varied according to the 
state of relaxation of the uvula, and also 
according to the degree of nervous irritation 
in thesystem, This last point was of espe- 
cial consequence in females, yet this remedy 
too he had known to be ineffectual. There was 
another, and he believed a very useful one, 
namely, a powder composed of equal parts 
of muriate of ammonia and nitrate of potash, 
with one-fourth of Cayenne pepper. This 
nowy great instant irritation, and was 
followed by copious salivation, and the ex- 
pectoration of the thick mucus, which, in 
these cases, generally clogs the internal 
fauces. The powder should be rubbed on 
with a camel-hair brush twice or three 
times a day. 

Mr. Bacor was of opinion that the ope- 
ration of excision of the uvula, though ex- 
ceedingly simple, was yet attended with 
the most striking benefit. He thought, in- 
deed, there was no operation whatever con- 
ferred more signal relief on the patient. He 
had pe it twice or three times in 
cases of chronic cough, which could not be 
attributed to avy other cause but uvular 








that though he had spoken of the total exci- 
sion, yet that in his own practice he had 
removed the whole uvala but once. 

The Cuarrmawn baving observed that he 
had heard that professional singers were in 
the habit of employing a tion into 
which the sulphuret of potash entered, Dr, 
O'Shaughnessy egeiens if the natural tone 
of voice was altered in any degree, in the 
cases in which the operation was performed. 
Mr. Douchez and Mr. Bacot io reply, said 
that they did not recollect any particular 
alteration. In one of the cases the former 
gentleman noticed, the articulation, as he 
had already stated, was affected in a slight 
degree. 

Dr. O'Saaucuwessy was induced to ask 
the question, in consequence of the peculiar 
opinions on the nature of the modulation of 
the voice (distinguished from articulation) 
which had been recently advanced by M, 
Bennati. This gentleman is at the same 
time an eminent physiologist and a distin- 
guisbed singer, and during a professional 
tour the summer before last, demonstrated 
the influence which the soft palate and uvula 
possess over the modulation of sounds, at 
one of the entertainments of the College of 
Physicians at Edinb . According to this 
gentleman, the soft palate and uvula con- 
tracted in proportional degrees to the ascent 
of the several musical notes, and this he de- 
monstrated by opening his mouth widely and 
running up the gamut, with alight held be- 
fore his throat. An account of M. Bennati’s 
opinions was to be seen in the Annali Uni- 
versali for June (as he believed), and in 
the Bulletin des Sciences Medicales for 
May, 1830. He (Dr. O'S.) was not pre- 
sent on the occasion alluded to, but his 
attention was first directed to the sub- 
ject by Dr. Duncan, the very eminent pro- 
fessor of materia medica in the Univer- 





COLCHICUM. 


sity of Edinburgh; Dr. Duncan was of 
opinion that M. Bennati had gone far to prove 
the influence of the soft palate and uvula 
over the modulation of voice, aod he (Dr, 
O'S.) therefore thought, that the circum- 
stance was worthy of some consideration 
in the practical opinion which the So- 
ciety might form of Mr. Douchez’s commu- 
nication, especially since professional singers 
constituted a large portion of the patients 
afflicted with these elongations. 

Dr. Granvitte said, that in the pursuit 
of his multifarious avocations, he had been 
eight years physician to the Upera company ; 
as such he had of course been frequently 
called on to examine the internal fauccs of 
the most celebrated singers, when certi- 
ficates of incompetency to perform were 
required. It struck him at this moment, 
that his observation of the covformation of 
the uvula in these individuals, went to con- 
firm the opinions to which the preceding 
speaker had alluded. In the deep bess 
voices he distinctly remembered, that the 
uvula was thick and carneous, while, on the 
contrary, in the light, silvery soprano sing- 
ers, such as Madam 


loose extremity ; in this lady in particular, 


it formed the apex of an isosceles triangle, | 
| quantity was indeed so great that it might 


not more then two-tenths of an inch in mag- 
nitude: he had, indeed, noticed this in all 


contr’ alto voices. With respect to the 
employment of the sulphuret of potash, he 
thought it was borne out by a very strong 
analogy, he alluded to the effects it was 
known to possess in croup, of converting the 


stridulous voice iuto a deep full tone. It 
was the remedy for the recommendation of 
which re Buonaparte had awarded 
a prize of 1000 napoleons during the epi- 
demic croup which raged in Paris in 1812. 

The discussion here was suspended, and 
Dr. Granville proposed the secondary effects 
of colchicum br consideration. It was not, 
however, at once proceeded with, and in 
the interval 

Mr. Curiyyocx stated, that in the treat- 
ment of elongated uvula, he believed the 
lunar caustic to be a most important remedy. 
That evening there was a performer singing 
before the King at the Opera House, who 
had ‘immediately before the performance 
gargled his throat with a solution of the 
nitrate of silver. His affection, however, 
was that of mere relaxation. 

Mr. Bacor understood that a still simpler 
remedy was resorted to under parallel cir- 
cumstances by the pupils of the Royal 
Academy, namely, gin and water (a laugh) ; 
he was quite serious ; it was of course only 
as & medicinal local application. 

Dr. A. Tomson observed, that in these 
cases of relaxation, it was probable there 
was some inflammation of the cellular tissue 





e Ronzi de Begnis, | 


it was extremely thin and sharp at its| 
|the skin, poured out quantities of biood ; 
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beneath the mucous membrane of the velum 
aud uvula, If this were the case, he could 
not comprehend how the stimulant treat- 
ment alluded to could operate in the removal 
of the affection. The priovary effect of the 
local stimulus would certainly be to inject 
a still greater quautity of blood into the 
inflamed parts, and thus increase the tu- 
metaction. 


SECONDARY EFFECTS OF COLCHICUM. 

Dr. Granvitve again called the attention 
of the Society to the secondary effects of 
colchicum, He wished for information as 
to the effects of this remedy, observed by 
the members in their experieuce. He 
thought the subject was one of very great 
importance. Very recently the sudden death 
of an eminent barrister was ascribed, with 
what truth he (Dr. Granville) could not say, 
to the accumulated effects of this powertul 
medicine. 

Dr. A) Thomson said, that the effects of 
colchicum, when it proved fatal, were very 
extraordinary, In one case of poisoning by 
it, which had fallen under his observation, 
a most singular hemorrhagic condition was 
induced ; every surface of the body, except 


from the lining membrane of the lungs the 


he imagined an artery had given way, This 
peculiar effect was found in every mucous 
surface of the body, even including the 
bladder. Another extraordinary effect was 
a peculiar laxity of the cellular tissue, and 
a loss of its adhesive powers, ‘The vitality 
of this tissue seemed, indeed, to have been 
entirely destroyed. 

Dr. Granvitc_e mentioned the cases of two 
young gentlemen, who were afflicted with 
ereditary gout, and who had been taking 
colchicum for a long period. One of these 
became epileptic, and died ; and the second 
died of apoplexy. Wilson's preparation 
was the one used in these cases. He had 
known, also of the case of a nobleman, in 
whom the chalky arthritic deposition had 
taken place to a great extent, but all which 
deposition disappeared under the use of 
colchicum, The patient, however, died} 
and, on examination, extensive arterial 
ossification was found, especially on the 
right side. He had never seen such a case 
as that mentioned by the lust speaker, and 
therefore could offer no opinion as to the 
peculiar appearances that gentleman de- 
scribed. On the whole, Dr. Granville 
thought the secondary effects of this remedy 
were often of a dangerous character, and 
that its administration should be conducted 
with great caution. 

Dr. A. Tuomson had not noticed any 
vascular injection in the mucous surfaces, 


He believed that, in these cases, death took 
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PNEUMONIA. 


place from what Dr. Abercrombie termed | Hirudines x, parti et postea emplast. lytte ; 


ple apoplexy. The heart could not di- 
late the arteries of the head ; the veins con- 
sequently could not be emptied. The 
equilibrium of the circulation being thus 
disturbed, the nervous energy was di- 
minished, and could not be again renewed. 
In reply to a question from a member, Dr. 
Thomson stated that the preparation tsken 
in the fatal case he mentioned, was the 


wine of the seeds. He believed that the 


remedy did occasionally accumulate, and 
then produced a very great collapse. 

The Cuareman begged to remind the 
society that it was not as a poison, but as 
a remedy, that colchicum was to be con- 


Dr. Tuomsow replied, that he wished to 
show the maximum effect, in order to apply 
that to the elucidation of the ordinary action 
of the remedy. He then entered into a 
minute detail of the symptoms he noticed 
in the case be had already mentioned. 

Several gentlemén stated the results of 
their practice with colchicum, in short ad- 
dresses, for which we cannot afford space, 
Messrs. Chinnock, Stoddart, and Bacot, had 
used it extensively, and had never met with 
any bad result! Dr. A. Thomson had occa- 
sionally observed it induce green stuols in 


acute rheumatism, a fact which he con-| trang 


sidered rather as corroborative of the bypo- 
thesis that this disease wes connected with 
hepatic disorder, The Chairman also bad 
used colchicum with the greatest success, 
and had noticed no secondary ill effects. 
He might add, that he had been lately in- 
duced to try it in a case of obstinate lepra, 
which had resisted all other remedies; but 
he gave the colchicum combined with mag- 
nesia, and whether it was the effect of the 
medicine or not he would not say, but the 
patient had experienced very great and 
speedy benefit. 

On the whole, the general opinion of the 
Society was highly in favour of the value of 
colchicum, and no material additional testi- 
mony was given of any dangerous secon- 
dary effects resulting from its medicinal 
employment, 


| tranquil ; 


Bolus ex calomel. et 
Hews yaa dis horis donec 

‘aust. salin, 2di s0- 

lut. sit alvus, 

5. Respiration free; pain of side, but 
not so much increased on inhalation ; face 
pulse 11%, soft; skin hot; bowels 
open ; lips parched, but tongue moist; has 
made water well; the swelling has left 
legs. ‘The blood drawn last night is buffed 
and cupped. V.S, ad yj. 

6. Blood taken away yesterday buffed 
aud cupped s Seeatling sence teneqel 3 pala 
hard and undulating ; pain of side continues, 
but in a less degree; bowels open. Has 
taken a mixture of sp. wth. nit. liq, ammon. 
acet. et mist. camphorm. V. §. ad $v}. 

7. Blood extracted buffed and cupped, 
but not in an equal degree with the last; 
has still some pain of side; tongue white ; 
respiration continues a little hurried ; face 
tranquil; pulse 1290, quick; respiration 
puerile on the left side, but full on the 
right. C. C. ad 3viii. 

R Calomel., gr. i; 
Antio., gr. i, fe pil. ter die, 

8. Was relieved by the cupping ; scarcely 
any _ of side thie morning q respiration 

uil; tongue clean; bowe 3 pulse 
106, sthenie, but of moderate calibre. 

9. A little pain of side remaining; hes 
slept well all night; breathing se | ; 
open freely ; cough producing slight pain 
in the affected part; pulse salient, strong, 
108. Adde mist, antim. tart., gr. iv. 

10. Last night an accession of pain of 
side and dyspnoea; twenty leeches to be 
applied immediately. 

eels better this morning ; breathing ac- 
celerated and laborious; pulse small sud 
sharp, about 90; bowels open; skin hot, 
but moist. V. S, ad $v} 

11. Blood buffed and cupped; pain di- 
minished ; pulse quick, of moderate calibre ; 
bowels open. Hirudines, x, \ateri. 

12. Considerably better this morning ; 
pulse reduced ; respiration tranquil ; bowels 


open, 
13. Mouth slightly sore, arising from the 
lomel; very slight pain of side; pulse 





WESTMINSTER HOSPITAL. 


PNEUMONIA COMBINED WITH ANASARCA.— 
PREMATURE LABOUR INDUCED. 


Frances Leaver, etat. 18, admitted 14th 
of October with pneumonia and anasarca ; 
countenance anxious ; pulse laborious, about 
120; respiration difficult aud hurried ; 
acute pain under the left breast; skin hot 
and dry, except the forehead, which is 
cov with perspiration, V, S. ad 3xiv. 





sthenic, 96 ; face calm ; bowels open. 

14. Improving; mouth sore; pulse 104 
at par; pain entirely gone, 

15. The respiratory murmur has become 
natural on both sides ; convalescing. 

17. From the darkness of the areola, it was 
suspected on admission that the patient was 
pregnant, and sure enough labour came on 
last evening about three o'clock, and she 
was safely delivered, in about an hour, of 
a foetus about five months old. 

Ten p.m. She is exceedingly well, cool, 
and free from fever. 





PERITONITIS—DISLOCATED FOOT. 


tranquil ; pulse 108, sharp ; 


. Convaleseing ; no pain in an ; 
slightly furred; bowels ries f a 
strong; skin moist and warm; a slight 
of milk. 

little furred; bowels open; 

; no pain; skin moist and 

102, pretty strong. 
out of bed to-day; appetite 
3 convalescent. 


PERITONITIS. 

Sarah Canfield, xtat. 15, living with her 
mother, but generally employed from home 
as @ servant, admitted with inflammatory 
fever, Wednesday, 13th of October. Pulse 
120; respiration accelerated ; headach and 
pain all over the body ; pain of chest. 

VS. ad =viij ; 
Mist. diaphoretica ; 
Bolus calomel. et antim. 

The attack came on with alternate heats 
and chills about four days ago, with general 
pain; she was bled, but without alleviation ; 
catamenia lar. 

14. Blood drawn yesterday slightly buffed; 
crassament consistent, emule quantity of se- 
rum; pain has removed to right side; 
bowels open; pulse 108, resiiient ; tongue 
furred ; no headach ; the mixture induced 
slight mausea. C. C, lateri dertro ad §viij. 

15. Cupping relieved the pain of right 
side, but she now complains of great pain in 
the chest and left side ; respiration rapid, 

r, about 50. 

16. Thinks herself much better this morn- 
ing ; expression natural ; no pain; tender- 
ness of abdomen scarcely evident; bowels 
open ; tongue still furred ; skin cool ; slept 
well in the night; mustard plaster to the 
abdomen, which afforded considerable relief 
yesterday ; pulse 108, in considerable force, 

18. Tenderness of abdomen has disap- 
peared ; tongue less furred ; bowels open ; 
pulse 88, natural. 

19. Last night there was a feverish ex- 
acerbation ; pulse was 120, powerful; skin 
hot and dry, and hysterical symptoms were 

sent. 

This morning says she is better; slight 
tenderness of abdomen; bowels open; 
— much cleaner than last night, though 
still slightly furred ; respiration 36; pulse 
Rep. 


Ten p.m. Slight return of pain in the 
abdomen, for which a sinapism was or- 
dered. 

20. The sinapism afforded present relief, 

21. Feels much more comfortable this 
morning ; no tenderness of abdomen. On 
sitting up, feels a sharp pain in the left hy- 

3 countenance placid; tongue 


102, strong ; skin warm and moist, 





furred ; bowels open twice since yesterda 
morning's visit ; pulse 96, natural. d 
Mist. effervescens, 
22. Bowels confined these two days; 
lips a little dry ; pulse small, 88. 
23. Sits up, and is pronounced conva- 
lescent, 





HOPITAL ST. LOUIS. 


DISLOCATION OF THE FOOT.-—EXTIRPATION 
OF THE ASTRAGALUS, 


A. Roce, etat. 46, of a robust constitu- 
tion, was admitted on the 6th of February 
last, in the following state:—The sole of 
the right foot was turned inwards, and its 
upper surface outwards, the latter was fixed 
to the lower end of the fibula, the ligaments 
of which were lacerated, so as to admit of 
a separation of the tibia and fibula to the 
extent of almost two inches; at the lower 
portion of the fibula, there wes a depression 
which, at first sight, was supposed to be 
caused by fracture, but proved to be only a 
curvature ; there was also a wound about an 
inch in length, through which the fibula 
was protruded ; the patient had lost much 
blood, and there was still some hemorrhage, 
which was, however, arrested after about 
half an hour. Before the tibia and fibula 
there was a large tumour, which was imme- 
diately recognised to be the astragalus 
thrown out of its natural position, and rest- 
ing on the posterior portion of the upper 
surface of the cuboid bone. The medical 
attendants immediately tried to reduce the 
bone, but unsuccessfully ; and it was ulti- 
mately found necessary to desist from the 
attempt, and merely to apply a bandage, in 
order to keep the bone as much as possible 
in its natural position; a poultice was also 
placed over it, and the patient largely bled, 
On the following morning, M. Richerand 
also tried to reduce the dislocation, as did 
M. Cloquet, but their endeavours were as 
ineffectual as those made on the day before, 
The extirpation of the astragalus was ac- 
cordingly decided on, and performed in the 
following ner :—an incision of the form 
of a T was made over the astragalus through 
the skin, and the flaps dissected from un- 
derneath ; the aponeurosis was then divided, 
and the tendons of the peroneus, extensor 
communis and extensor hallucis proprins 
being kept towards the inside; the bone 
was completely laid bare, and without any 
difficulty detached from its eonnexions, 
After the removal of the bone, - foot 
was easily brought into its natu i- 
tion, and "bepe ia it by a simple bandage 
Bleeding to sixteen ounces was now 4 
and repeated to a less extent towards the 








evening, as the fever was rather high. The 
i tty tranquil. On the morn- 
again so much risen as to 

rand to order a third, and 

towards the evening a fourth bleeding. From 
this time all symptoms of irritation subsided ; 
oupperasion of a healthy kind took place, 
and every-thing seemed to indicate a fa- 


vourable termination. Oa the 15th, how- 


ever, au wdematous swelling at the inner 
ancle had begau to develop itself, which 
gradually became larger, and after a few 
days exhibited fluctuation ; a large quautity 


of x Fe was evacuated, and the ab- 
scess was ‘found to extend as high as two 
inches above the ancle. Suppuration con- 
tinued to be moderate and of healthy nature, 
and the wounds bad a good appearance, when, 
on the 28th, without any obvious cause, ery- 
sipelas came on and spread rapidly over the 
whole leg ; the skin, over the vena saphena, 
was of a bright-red aad extremely sensible, 
and all the symptoms indicated the pre- 
sence of very intense phlebitis ; the fever 
was not very high, Eighty leeches were 
applied, the whole leg was covered with fo- 
meantations of inf. althwe, aod the patient 
kept to spare diet. This treatment was fol- 
lowed by immediate relief, and after six 
days all dangerous symptoms bad disap- 

ared. However, from the middle of 

arch, up to which time the patient seem- 
ed to be gradually improving, the disease 
took a new aspect ; the patient was fever- 
ish, lost his appetite, vomited occasionally, 
avd was much harassed by frequent attacks 
of cough ; the epigastrium was very tender, 
the bowels were loose, &c.; suppuration 
diminished, though the wounds did not 
make any progress towards healing. These 
symptoms were, however, also happily sub- 
dued by means of opiate glysters, effer. 
vescing draughts, and a blister to the epi- 
gastrium, and all seemed to go on favour- 
ably, when he unfortunately received the 
news of the death of his son; this accident 
immediately brought on a relapse, which 
however was also subdued; the wounds 
had merely cicatrised, and there appeared 
to be no obstacle to the patient’s speedy 
recovery, when his wife applied for his 
removal from the hospital, which hav- 
ing been granted, in spite of the danger 
which evidently attended it, the patient 
was reported to have died eight days after 
his discharge from the hospital.—Journ, 
Hebdomad. 





RECOVERY FROM EXTENSIVE LESION OF 
THE SPINAL COLUMN, 


In the Kritische Rep. the following case 
is related :—T wo brothers, both of very vigo- 
rous constitution, fell from a scaffold thirty 





LESION OF THE SPINE.—LUMBAR ABSCESS. 


feet in height ; were taken up insensi- 
ble, and in oy pte a os nem 
ed to have been fractured. Dr. Graaf, of 
Trarbach, who reports the case, found them 
with violent pain in the back; im the elder, 
several of the spinal processes of the lower 
dorsal vertebre were moveable and ~—_ 
tous ; the stools passed involuntarily 

urine was completely suppressed, sensation 
and movement of the parts below the lesion 
were suspended, and the lower extremities 
were quite cold; in the younger brother, 
the lesion affected the lu vertebra, the 
spinal processes of which projected consider- 
ably; the symptoms were similar, though 
less in degree than in the elder brother. 
The treatment cousisted in cautious exten- 
sion on a table, the patient lying on the ab- 
domen ; reduction of the dicpiased parts by 
pressure into their natural position, general 
and local bloodletting, the application of 
ice for a week, posture on the abdomen, 
aperient and nitrous mixtures, and when 
the inflammatory action bad subsided,” in 
the use of arnica. In the elder brother, the 
paralytic state of the bladder was the most 
obstinate symptom, but was also eventu- 
ally cured by the repeated employment of 
leeches aud cold applications to the peri- 
nmum and the region of the bladder; the 
use of the lower extremities was also gra- 
dually restored, and on the 39th day after 
the accident, the elder brother, who had 
suffered most, was able to sit up and to 
move his legs pretty well; the younger 
could slowly walk. ia both a slight protru- 
sion at the place of the lesion was still per- 
ceptible. After four months, both rs 
were nearly well; the younger had com- 
pletely recovered the use of his limbs, but 
suffered much towards the end of his reco- 
very, and even afterwards, from lancinating 
pains in his legs. The elder also recovered, 
but much more slowly; and it was only 
through the continued use of aromatic reme- 
dies and baths, of nux vomica, and the cro- 
ton oil, that the paralysis of the rectum, 
bladder, and lower extremities, was at 
length removed. Towards the end of his 
recovery his wife died, he married again 
and had children by his second wife, In 
January, 1829, he fell with a weight on his 
back, and dislocated his shoulder, and was 
also completely cured from this accident, 
In the spring of 1829 both brothers were 
perfectly well, and as capable of work as 
efore. 








LARGE LUMBAR ABSCESS IN A CHILD 
FIFTEEN MONTHS OLD. 

The “ Eyr, Medicinske Tidskrift, 1829,’’ 
contains the following description of an 
evormous abscess in a boy of 15 months old, 
The abscess extended from the first lumbar 
vertebra down to the right ilio-sacral sym- 
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- HYDROCEPHALUS.—NOTE FROM MR. JAMES. 285 


3 the psons and iliacus muscles were 
a » with the exception of 
their common tendon, which had, however, 
no point of insertion, as the little trochanter 
was also by caries. The centre of 
the abscess was at the right ilio-sacral sym- 
physis, and from this part there extended 
three large sinuses, one ascending between 
the peritonwum and the transversalis muscle 
up to the navel ; snother which descended an- 
teriorly along and under the common tendon 
of the psoas and iliacus in front of the hip- 
joint; and a third, which was the largest, 
into the small pelvis, at the exit of 
it traversed the great ischiatic notch, 
passing under the gluteus maximus ante- 
riorly, so as tocommunicate with the second 
branch. The capsular ligament of the hip- 
joint was entirely destroyed ; the acetabu- 
um carious and flattened, and no trace of 
the cartilagi surface left; the bead of 


the thigh- was also destroyed, and the 
rest of the femur enlarged and carious. The 
disease had apparently been only of eight 
weeks stending. 





TAPPING IN HYDROCEPHALUS. 


Dr. Conevuesr’ has again succeeded in 
tapping for water in the head. It will be 
recollected that in one of the former numbers 
of Tue Lancer the particulars of his first 
case were detailed ; and it is highly gratify- 
ing to learn that the little girl’ continues in 
perfect health, without a vestige of her 
former deplorable disease. 

The second case is also a girl, and was 
exhibited to the pupils at St. Bartholomew's 
Hospital last week, and appeared to be an 
intelligent infant, and free from the ordinary 
characteristic symptoms of bydrocephalas, 
although before the operation she had fits 
every day, and was altogether a very pitiable 
object. The water had been withdrawn by 
two operations. Twelve ounces were taken 
away at the first operation, and eighteen at 
the second. In this case the trocar was in- 
troduced into the lateral ventricle by the 
coronal suture on the left side of the head, 
just below the anterior fontanelle. 

Dr. Conquest has a third case under his 
eare, for the relief of which he has already 

ed four times, and proposes very 
Secdpuesstane the head a fifth time. The 
total quantity of fluid hitherto taken away is 
about forty ounces. The operation was 
twice before his pupils at the hcs- 

pital, and although he does not seem to 
anticipate.acure in this case, yet the relief 
afforded has been very decided, and it must 
be extremely consolatory and encouraging 
thus to have acoumulating evidence that this 





direful malady admits of cure in many, and 
of relief in most instances, 

Dr. Conquest, after bis lecture at St.Bar- 
tholomew’s on ‘Tuesday evening, bad the 
child, about seven months old, broaght into 
the theatre, whose head he had punctured on 
the above occasions, in consequence of hydro- 
cephalus, The head appeared en y 
swollen, its veins very much distended, the 
bones separated to a great extent, and the 
skin covering it had a shining appearance. 
A fine trocar was introduced through the 
coronal suture, on the left side, just above 
the squamous portion of the temporal bone, 
and carried into the lateral ventrigle ; upoa 
withdrawing it, about twenty ounces of a 
transparent fluid were evacuated. As the 
fluid escaped, pressure was made on the 
head in every direction, by means of adhe- 
sive plaster. When all the fluid bad been 
evacuated, the wound was closed by a strip 
of adhesive plaster, and the mother removed 
the child from the hospital. Dr. Conquest 
stated that, in his former operations on this 
child, the fluid that was voided was tinged 
with blood, and portions of brain were 
mixed with it. 


St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
November 17th, 1830. 





OPERATION OF TYING THE AORTA. 


LETTER FROM MR, JAMES. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 


S1a,—Allow me to trouble you with the 
following observations, which | feel it right 
to make, in consequence of seeing, in the 
Keview published in “ Taz Lancer,” of 
the case which I transmitted to the Medico- 
Chirurgical Society, an incorrect statement 
to the following effect; namely :—** Mr. 
James resolved upon tying the aorta, not- 
withstanding the objections of his col- 
leagues, who all saw the hopelessness of 
the case.” Now the fact is, that one of my 
colleagues, Mr. Barnes, whose opinion I 
conceive is entitled to much deference, did 
fully concur with me in opivion that the 
man should receive the chance, however 
small, which the operation afforded, if, upon 
a full explanation of the circumstances to 
him, he was disposed to take that chance ; 
and I believe, upou this point, I may appeal 
to any of my colleagues—that the most ex- 
plicit statements were made, both to the 
patient and to his friends, on the circum- 
stances of his case ; and it was at his own 
desire, and with his friends’ concurrence, 
that the operation was performed. With 
respect to the time at which it was done, I 








Exeter, Nov. 11, 1850. 


THE PROSECUTOR'S COSTS, IN THE LATE 
TRIAL OF JOHN LONG, 


To the Editor of Tur Lancer. 


Sirn,—lI find it stated in one of your recent 
numbers, that Mr. Wakley has, hitherto, 
borve the whole expense of conducting the 
prosecution of the great metropolitan arch- 
quack, John St, Jobn Long, who was found 
guilty, by a re jury of his country- 
men, of having mansiaughtered (O the 

y fitness of law terms!) a 


young 
lady, while in the prime of life and health, 
and whose punishment has been the subject 
of no inconsiderable surprise to the higher, 
and of indignation to the lower, classes of 


society. Respecting the manner in which 
Mr. Wakley conducted the original inquiry, 
which led to that prosecution, there never 
was but one unanimous feeling of commen- 
dation among the numerous members of the 
profession with whom I have the pleasure 
of associating. But now that we are in- 
formed, that in order to complete his praise- 


worthy enterprise of exposing unblushin 
and Simcha tomecnen, r. Wakiey has ues 
hesitated to buckle on himself the whole of 
the pecuniary ponsibility,—often very 
heavy, and always inevitable, which attaches 
to those who, in this country, claim the 
protection of the laws, it becomes our duty, 
as it must be the duty of the public at large, 
who will reap ultimately the benefit of Mr. 
Wakley’s endeavours, to come forward and 
relieve him, as the Medical Gazette v 
j observes, from a burden which it 
would be disgraceful to suffer bim to bear, 
It is in eccordance with such a feeling 
that I beg you to offer to the proper quarter 
the inclosed mite towards defraying the law 
expenses incurred by Mr. Wakley in pro- 
ing the conviction of John St.John Long 
of bis first legalized murder. 
I remain, Sir, your 
Hamble Servant, 
A. B. Grawvitte. 
26, Grafton- street, Berkeley- 
square, Nov, 13, 1630. 


*,* Received the cheque for 21. #s. 











ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


To the Editor of Tut Lancet. 
_ Sin,—The reform which has taken place 
in the hospitals of this metropolis since the 
publication of Tus Lancer, has induced me 
to lay before you some abuses which at pre- 
seut exist at St. Bartholomew’s. 

Mr. Earle has on every occasion evineed 
a great desire to be of service to the pupils, 
and in no instance more so than by the 
valuable lectures which he delivers weekly. 
He has, however, chosen an hour to lecture, 
during which Mr. Vincent is going round 
the hospital, and thus those who accompany 
Mr. Vincent are deprived of Mr. Earle’s re- 
marks, I feel assured that it is not. inten- 
tional, and that it needs only to be mentioned 
to be remedied. 

I may also take this opportunity 
posing the conduct of certain puppies 
make a practice of smoking cigars in the 
anatomical theatre, previous to Mr. Law- 
rence’s entering to give his snrgical lecture. 
Their exploits, however, are not confined to 
the anatomical theatres, but extend to the 
wards of the hospital, infecting their already 
not too salubrious atmosphere, Some of 
them may have learned it abroad, but the 
others bave not travelled beyond the pre- 
cincts of the London pot-houses. 

Mr. Lawrence has already given the pup- 
pies a hint to discontinue the practice, but 
without effect. If this notice be also 
disregarded, I shall take an early opportunity 
of forwarding their names for insertion in 
Tue Lancer, if you think they will not 
sully its pages; but ifso, perhaps an appli- 
cation to Mr. Helps the treasurer, stating 
names and particulars, prove equally 
beneficial, By i i 
io an eaten ane excellent Journal, 
you wi: tothe many obligations already 
conferred on the pupils and patients of this 
hospital. 

A Purm. 


St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, 
November 15th, 1830. 





REVIEWS OF NEW WORKS. 


To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 

Srr,—I cannot too greatly admire the 
boldness and lity with which you 
review all new medical works; the advantage 
of your just criticisms is of infinite import- 
ance, not only to the profession in general, 
but to the student in particular. 

A few weeks since, “ Professor Pattison 
of the London University,” ‘introdaced 
“ PFyfe’s Anatomy” to the nétice of his 
cless, “observing that it wos usual to‘re- 
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commend some work to the student, and he 
in offering to their notice 

r. Fyfe’s, work 

idered a very cheap and useful 

some lucubra- 

on the style and quality of the plates.” 

ow, Mr. Editor, Professor Pattison must 
grossly ignorant of the subject he pro- 

i ind to the inte- 


the timely review of this work in your able 
Journal, might have been induced to pur- 
chase it u the “ipse dixit” of an im- 
becile professor of anatomy. 
Lam, Sir, yours eumpesttalip. 
ONTESQUIEU. 


London, November 7th, 1850. 


EPILEPSY. 


To the Editor of Tus Laxerr. 
Sta,—The following is a case of epilepsy, 
assuming the intermittent form, in which I 
have ga tne employed the sulphate of 
quinine. Should you think it worthy of in- 
sertion in your valuable periodical, its pub- 


lication would oblige, 
Yours sincerely, 
P, W. 
42, Great Marylebone Street. 


The patient (Ellen Sullivan) gave me the 
following account of her symptoms :—She 
stated that she was in the habit of carrying 
heavy loads on her head, that about twelve- 
months sinee, she was attacked with fever, 
and on her recovery became deranged ; that 
she was admitted into the Marylebone In- 
firmary, whence she was discharged cured ; 
that she wag afterward hired as a servant, 
and that while at prayers one evening 
was first attacked with these fits; that by 
the direction of the medical gentleman who 
attended her, she again applied at the In- 
firmary, whence, after a short time, she 
wes discharged as incurable. She was 
then recommended by Mr. Mayo to the 
Middlesex Hospital, where she was treated 
as an out-patient. After ashort atteudance 
there, she was told, ‘‘ that if the medicines 
she then got were of no service, she need 
not apply again.” Under these cireum- 
stances, she was recommended to me ; her 
symptoms were as follows :—Severe pain in 
the head, which had existed for the last year; 
great thirst ; severe pain in the right side, 
augmented by pressure ; liver slightly en- 
larged ; abdomen swelled ; bowels costive. 
Meuses had not a for the last year; 
had a fit re at four o’clock every day : 
this was on the 15th of Augest last. When 
she first applied to me, I immediately de- 
termined on trying the effects of the sul- 





hate of quinine. Seeing that was a 
— intermission of twenty-four hours, L 
therefore ordered her the following mix- 


ture :-—~ 


mistur, cujus egra sumat. coch- 
lear. quatuor maga, 3tia vel 4te 
quaque hora, ‘ 


» pew 


ape cinnamomi, %iss, M, ft. 
aust. cras mane sumend, , 
On this day had no return of the fit. 

16. Bowels well open ; stools dark and 
fetid ; abdomen less swelled ; had no return 
of the fit. Directed ber mixture to be con- 
tinued, with the addition of tinct. sabinz, 
Sn). 

a 7. No return of the fit; bowels costive 
Repet. haust.; repet. mistur. 

18. Bowels well open; stools more 
healthy ; and had no return of the fit. 

19, 20, 21. Pursued the same mode of 
treatment; much better, and had no return 
of the fits. 

22. Side painful; ordered her ten grains 
of the blue pill at night, and the above 
draught on the following morning, 

23. Better, still no return of the fit. 


Repet. pil. hyd., gr. ¥, omni nocte ; 
Repet. mistura quinia. 

24 and 25. Still better. 

26. Menses appeared; abdomen not 
swelled ; no pain in the side, nor any en- 
largement of the liver. Having pursued this 
mode of treatment for some time, I had the 
pleasure of seeing the girl enabled to pur- 
aue her ordinary avocations in life, leaving 
perfectly well. What has been very re- 
markable in connexion with this case was, 
that most of her family have died from the 
sequences of the same complaint, 


LONDON HOSPITAL.-THE PUPILS AND 
MR. WALFORD. 


To the Editer of Tne Laneer.' 


Sin,— Though averse to every-thing like 

per war, yet I cannot refrain from offer- 
ing a few comments on the last letter of 
Mr. Walford, in rg be that from the pu- 
pils of the London Hospital. Our sturdy 
opponent was advised not to acknowledge 
what he calls our manifesto, on the ground 
of our insignificance. Here I would ask 
Mr. Walford, who, and what he is? Per- 
haps only a member of the College, and a 
licentiate of the Mall. If then we are in- 
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, a8 Our contemp- 

insinuate. “ Why did 

not defend the knight as well as the 
oh | solve the problem,” ex- 
knowing insignificant, and as 
beral idea shoots and swells his 
, no wonder this huge colossus 
and penetration — over the 
of Whitechapel, the barmless lit- 
of the London Hospital. Here 
in does Mr. Walford give a sad proof of 
ittle mind, and commit the very sin un- 
charged on Mr. Headington in his 
of the 25th of ber—"* that of 
atan age in which the heart never 
with generous sentiments.” Poor 
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and wonder at that soundness of mind and 
intellect from which could emanate so much 
wisdom and passe bes explaining the mo- 
i some of the thirty-eight 
ils i ing to his letter. I am happy 
. Walford, thar I am one of the 
who will present themselves for exami- 
the presidency of our worthy 
and upright surgeon Mr. Headington, and 
be poor, pitiful, and mean indeed, 
ifmy opposition to Mr. Walford's sentiments 
from interested motives, I 
despise the idea as much as I despise the 
man ,from whom it could originate ; both are 
alike contemptible. There are some parts 
in Mr. Walford’s letter which I confess I 
cannot comprehend. What does he mean 
when he says, *‘ Is a wish that every man 
of ninety-two may be so weak as Sir Wil- 
liam, all the pity they can bestow on a poor 
old man?” No such wish could emanate 
from the pupils of the London Hospital as 
Mr. Walford would insinuate ; it was indeed 
uite the con ,as different as light from 
arkness. Nor does Mr. Walford credit the 
assertion, that the majority of our pupils 
were in your favour. hether he will be- 
lieve it or not, yet I can assure him that 
many of us would have hailed your election 
as the dawn of a brighter day, and one of 
our pupils actually wore the popular colours 
attached to his buttoa-bole during the con- 
test. I would ask you, Mr. Editor, If this 
savoured of fear, was this lick-spittle adu- 
lation to the surgeons of the hospital ? 

In conclusion, I must ise for occu- 
pying so much of your valuable publication, 
and cannot help ing, with a smile of 
pity, the manner our letter has been turned 

twisted by Mr. Walford to suit his ab- 
ject mind. He says, indeed, a great deal 
and to no purpose, and will pardon me, if 
in my reply, 1 attach what he calls another 


3 


i 


{ I blush for bim, { am ashamed of him, | 





* tail-piece,” quite, 1 think, as applicable 
as the’ heat, thet Mr. Walford’s be asece 
importance 


* Resembles ocean into tempest wrought, 
To wafta feather or to drown a fy. 
I am, Sir, 
Yours mbes - 
J. Ricnarps. 

24, Old Ford Ruad, Bonner’s Fields, 

Bethnal Green, Oct, 19. 
*,* This letter was mislaid, or it would 
have appeared before.—Ep. L. 





BOOKS RECEIVED. 


An Inquiry into the Natural History, Che- 
mical Properties, and Medical Virtues, of 
the Rock Uil or Green Mineral Naphtha of 
Barbadoes, with particulars of its remedial 
powers in cutaneous eruptions, glandular 
complaints, diseases of the joints, &c, &c. 
With demonstrations that the solvent egent 
in digestion is the sub-carbonate of soda ,&c. 


By C. H. Wilkinson, M.D., Bath. London: 


Ridgway. 1830. pp. 76. 

Fate of the Colonies. A Letter to the 
Proprietors and Planters of the West Indies, 
residentin the Colonies. By R. Alexander, 

London: J. Fraser, Regent Street. 
1830. pp. 31. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS, 


Mr. J. N. and others, There was not 
time to send to Mr. N’s house, but a gen- 
tleman from this journal was preseat at the 
inquest. The duct of the condemned 
parties was highly indecoreas and improper. 
Had it proved injurious, they should have 
received a severe castigation. 

The letter of 4n Old Pupil, A Censor of 
the Fellows, &c., with many others, sball 
appear next week, 

If 4. R. Ki was present at the opera- 
tion, we should like to see him, if he will 
write and appoint a time for calling in Bed- 
ford Square. Our reporter was not present, 
but a gentleman on whom we can rely, has 
promised us an accurate account of the ope- 
ration, 

Mr. Spins. It was an unpardonable 
omission on the of the Coroner; but 
this officer is vot bound by lew to insist 
upon the attendance of a surgeon. ; 

The Index to our last Volume will posi- 
tively be published next week, and in order 
that all parties may he accommodated, it 
will, besides being stitched up with the 
Number, be publi in a separate form. 
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